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} The election of aldermen and assistants has re-; up, embracing fine hotels, academies and private 


thoy. The readers of the *‘Recister” have been 
ses oi | Bnformed of the death of HEZEKIAH NILES, the 
n the F ‘founder and, for ss gg Sekt years, the editor of this 
vllas | Byork. This event, though long anticipated, has 
Stor | Bmicted his beloved family with the most poignant 
Grief, and caused deep regret in that numerous circle 
ids of | Be friends who loved and admired him for his many 
ima} @irtues. For no man that ever lived fulfilled more 
e 0h 4ithfully the duties of a citizen, husband, father 
Gnd friend, or has left behind him more honorable 
m the | festimonials of his desire to promote the honor and 
| with | Hpterests of his country anc the happiness of indi- 
in 0 | @iduals. His efforts as a patriot and . 0d citizen 
public e acknowledged by all, and have left an impres- 
‘Were F Jon upon the age in which he lived which Time 
®aonot ettace; but only those who caine within 
alt | fhe influence of the circle in which he moved ean 
ae filly appreciate those gentle virtues which caused 
to his | Mis family and friends to cling to biin with such 
“| Beart-felt devotion, and to regard his course of life 
@ an illustration ofall that is honorable and estima- 
e in human nature. 
| Hise life was one of painful vicissitudes and un- 
mitting toil; but itis a proud consolation to his 
family and friends to know, that he has closed his 
Jong and eventful career, without leaving an ene- 
my behind him, or the slightest blemish upon his 
ood name—and that many, very many, to whom 
‘ived at Fthe melancholy tidings have come, will bless his me- 
lat. 44 fory as that of a benefactor and friend. His heart 
extent, Pgnd his hand were ever open to the poor and the dis- 
“deh ffessed, and there are many in the city in which he 
‘claus, papent so many years of his life, and elsewhere, who 
eS Will cheerful:y testify, that tu his advice and his as- 
Bistance, they owe allcfearthly good they enjoy. No 
outher [iifan in that populous city was more resorted to for 
Jeremy (@Gunsel and assistance; and among the laboring 
ubulit: glasses, but especially among the members of that 
the ol |Bfofession of which he was proud to be ranked a 
nude Fiember, his practical good sense and sound judg- 
Ment had a degree of weight and influence only 
ualled by the conviction that he was deeply in- 
















iting 


S a list 
artures 
> eliher 
5 num: 
Wells 
on the 
in ade 
ifgi. 



























riei 20 
100 fiom fl@ested in their happiness. 

GHis public career as the editor of the “Register’’ 
ch 29h, }ald the advocate of the American System, properly 
the de Fiiglongs to a history of the times; and as soon as the 
ng thet [iiaterials can be collected, we intend to present a 
swaths Piistory of his life and writings to the public, through 
rh pre. pages of this work; in which we will endeavor 
d Hous do justice to his memory, by exhibiting his de- 
MPs a P¥ftion to his beloved country and his desire to pro- 
lily, oY . a 

te the happiness of his fellow men. 
Tanufae 
issued’ PMTENERAL Scotr. It will be seen, by the cor- 
ve beet ondence inserted in the present sheet, that gen. 
yom (le Rii@ptt has declined the dinner tendered to him in 
ool; ait Bw York. He left this city, where he has been 
7, sone days past, on Wednesday for New York. 
nised E 
re Nel FgesAac LL. Vartan, esq. the candidate of the 
rritory 0 nds of the adininistration, has been elected mayor 
PMeNew York over Aaron Clark, esq. the present 
ation ol PMgyor and the candidate of the whigs. 
‘ist, & Ube Journal of Commerce publishes the annexed 
(Europe (aie of votes, which, though estimated in part, will 
n yori MK, \t 23 supposed, vary much from the original: 
va phe April, 1839. 
rest _— Cod. W. Varian, V. B. 
>ut equi ) ine 
se round : 461 we 
: 634 — 
lew Be d- pad 22 
surprised 5 129 ~—_ 
counter Be 6 ou 172 
dj for ex fe 7 — 27 
us co fe 8 oo 105 
custody: am 9 lin 567 
e prisol Bae 10 — 625 
rs abroat ¢ 12 pst 250 
| Scott ae 13 _ 438 
This 8! : 14 ie 187 
that ue 35 "67 oan 
fap 16 one 150 
ew You 4 17 am 315 
Id vesle? & ap ng 
he og Total, 2,668 8,850 - 
The holt j 2,663 
@ Varian’s majority, 1,182 


Vea VI. Sia 7. 





sulted in the choice of the administration candidates 
in twelve wards, and of whigs in five wards—mak- 
ing an administration majority of seven in each 
board. 

The election was conducted with great riot—and 
some disgraceful outrages took place during the 
three days it was held. 

THE BOUNDARY QueEsTION. The editors of the 
Boston Post have received Halifax papers to the 
2d instant. In publishing the account of the agree- 
ment entered into between general Scott, governor 
Fairfield, and lieutenant governor Harvey, the 
Times says: 

«We have no room for comment. Our readers 
will forin their own on this queer-like, but to New 
Brunswick, dangerous diplomatic arrangement.” 

The Times contains a “district general order,” 
recalling the militia from the disputed territory. 





Texas. Intelligence from Texas has been re- 
ceived to the 30th ult. The political news is not 
of much interest. The Redlander of Nacogdoches 
publishes the incipient proceedings of the trial, 
which took place in that town, of eight Mexicans, 
accused of having in the month of August last 
raised their arms against the republic, and of hav- 
ing excited the savages to hostilities. 

It appears that the trade between New Orleans 
and Texas, by way of the Sabine, is rapidly in- 
creasing. Most of the people in the eastern part 
of Texas obtain their goods by that route. The 
merchants of Nacogdoches, who forinerly were 
supplied by the Red river, now have recourse to 
the Sabine. 

The country between the Guadaloupe and the 
Colarado is rapidly filling up with farms. Many 
immigrants arrive daily. The settlements extend 
beyond Gonzales, and the people of that territory 
are choosing new sites for towns and villages. 

A beantiful specimen of native goid was found in 
the mountains about 150 miles northwest of Bexar. 
Steatite and sulphuret of iron was found on the 
banks of Rio Frio. The last mentioned ore was 
found in large quantities, and was at first supposed 
to be silver ore. 

On the 21st ult. a public dinner was given to 
general Hamilton, of South Carolina, at which he 
made a iong and interesting speech, and concluded 
with the following toast: 

The republic of Texas—She has the same title to 
the vast and magnificent territory situated between 
the Rio Grande and the Sabine that the United 
States has to her domain north of that line—a vio- 
lated charter—a victorious sword—free institutions, 
and an unconquerable people to defend them. 

The Houston Telegraph states that general 
Hainilton and colonel Butler, of South Cuarolina, 
and colonel White, of Florida, have filed their de- 
clarations, recording their intention of becoming 
citizens of Texas, for the purpose of holding land 
simply. 

The New Orleans Courier gives the following 
explanation of the procedure: 

t is proper to state that the constitution of the 
new republic does not require a renunciation of all 
allegiance to the United States to become a citizen; 
and that general Hamilton, in a speech at Galves- 
ton, declared he had not, and would not, abandon 
allegiance to his native country; but that, having 
lands in the new state, he wished to put himself in 
a position to defend them. The other gentlemen 
also made large purchases of lands, to hold which 
requires a citizenship, or quasi citizenship. Gene- 
ral Lafayette was a citizen of the United States, 
and a subject of France, at the same time; and gene- 
ral Bernard, at present a minister of war in France, 
was a citizen, and brigadier general in our service. 

The Galveston Gazette of the 22d states thata 
larger number of emigrants had arrived at that port 
in the ten preceding days than ever before in the 
same time. Three steam packets and several sail- 
ing vessels from the United States were there bu- 
sily engaged in loading and unloading. Large 
quantities of cotton were arriving for transporta- 
tion to England, and it was said that two other ves- 
sels were nearly due from Liverpool. 

_ The Gazette says: ‘‘it is no longer a misnomer, 
to call this the city of Galveston. Such it now be- 
gins to seem. A hundred buildings are now going 


| 





dwellings, one or two cotton presses are in contem- 
plation and any estimate of the probable improve- 
ientof the approaching summer, might excite ridi- 
cule from persons abroad. Such an animated sight 
as our harbor has presented during the last week, 
would reflect no discredit upon some of the most 


important ports of the United States.” 





LATEST FROM Buenos AYRES AND BRAZIL. 
By the brig Pilgrim, captain Godfrey, we have Rio 
Janeiro papers to Feoruary 7th. 

A letter from Montevideo, which must have been 
written near the close of January, states that va- 
rious French officers had the noble daring to come 
with their boats near to the shore of Buenos Ayres, 
and leap into the water, in order to rescue sundry 
persons who had been proscribed by Rosas. Ainidst 
the ravages of war and of tyranny, adds the Jornal 
do Commercio, these acts of heroism are honorable 
to humanity. 

We find no mention of Buenos Ayres having 
been bombarded by the French; but as our file is 
incomplete, it may have possibly taken place not- 
withstanding. [Jour. of Com. 





MoNEY MARKET, STOCKS, &c. From the United 
States Guzette of Wednesday last. In the ordinary 
language of business, money is scarce. The wmar- 
ket is tight, and of course sums required to meet 
engageinents command a large rate of interest. And 
yet we believe that the deposites in the banks were 
never greater than at the present moment. This of 
course is owing to the unsettled state of our afiairs; 
men of capital are awaiting the entire disposal of 
the boundary question before they will let abroad 
the large supplies which await some profitable and 
permanent disposal. 

We refer our readers to the report of sales of 
stocks at the boards held yesterday. It will be seen 
that the transactions were large, and generally at 
an advanced price. Atter the adjournment of the 
second board the following sales were made: 


12 share U. S. bank, 1134 
10 do. Vicksburg, do. 574 
20 do. Schuylkill navigation 117 

44 do. Wilinington rail road, 514 
80 do. Vicksburg, 574 


Business, however, did not close with the above 
stated transactions, as on inquiry we learn that con- 
siderable business was subsequently done. ‘here 
was bidden 57 1-2 for 50 shares of Vicksburg, cash 
or ten days—100 shares of Vicksburg were oilered 
at 57 3-4—$50 was bid for Mechanics’ bank, and 
50 1-2 asked—$113 was bid for 50 share U. S. bank, 
one share offered at 113 1-2, and 50 at 114—Girard 
bank was firm at 50, and 51 1-2 was readily bid for 
Wilmington rail road, 51 3-4 was asked. 

From these facts an idea may be obtained of our 
money market. Those who read such articles as 
this with interest understand, of course, that the 
prices of stocks are not always governed by the di- 
vidend declared, nor does a small depreciation de- 
note any diminution of confidence in the institutions, 
The amount of the stock in market, or liable to be 
brought forward, has an important bearing upon the 

rice. 

F The New York Express says: “Business this 
spring has disappointed the expectations of the san- 
guine, and even of many who are quite considerate. 
The consequence has _ been, especially in our city, 
that a gloomy feeling has spread over the minds of 
many business men, and this has tended to increase 
the mischief. Money is scarce, when every body 
expected it would be plenty; credits are dubious, 
when all expected a brisk demand at a profit. Weil, 
what of it? The cause of the depression is tempo- 
rary, and by no means radical; and the check to 
business, such as it is, will doubtless be salutary in 
the end, though not for the present agreeable.’’ 

The Express, speaking of the exchange between 
that city and the south, states that the southern 
stocks for sale in New York are falling in price, 
owing to a want of confidence. It then adds: 

The banks in New Orleans are determined to pay 
specie. Exchange is consequently about par; but 
on Alabama and Mississippi confidence is destroyed, 
and it is difficult to regulate bank checks, if at ail, 
better than ten per cent. discount. This state of 
things will be exceedingly injurious to the tradirg 
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interest of that section of country as well as to this 
city. Merchants here sold their goods last fail un- 
der a full belief that there would be little or no dif- 
ference in the rate of exchange. ‘The profits on 
oods were placed accordingly. The charge of 
aying ten or more per cent. on getting funds home, 
wil! fail heavily on the inerchant. 
Sales at the New York stock exchange, April 10. 
50 shares Onited States bank 113 3-4 
105 * Canton company 42 1-2a44 
Exchange — Bills on England $4 S2ags 84 (8 1-2 
a9 per cent.) and on France 5f. 20. ' 
Sales of stock at Philadelphia, April 10. 
55 shares United States bank 113 1-2 
The transactions at the board were very limited 
yesterday, but showed a decided improvement in 
rices—not only in speculative stocks, but our own 
ocal banks. 
Money is still very tight, and we cannot look for 
any great change until after the arrival of the Great 
Western. 


TREASURY CIRCULAR. We find the following in 
a New York paper: 
CIRCULAR. 
Treasury department, 
Comptroller’s office, April 2d, 1839. 

Sir: It being understood, with respect to salt im- 
ported in sacks, that a diversity of practice exists al 
soine of the custom houses, in consequerce of the 
sacks not being considered in the light of dutiable 
charges on the salt while they are so regarded at 
Others, the subject has recently been taken into con- 
sideration with aview to make the practice in the 
assessinent of duty uniform. 

It is proper to observe that the 15th section of the 
act of July 14, 192, declares *‘that the ad valorein 
rates of duty on all goods, wares and merchandise 
shali be estimated in the manner foilowing: to the 
actual cost, if the same shall have been procured 
otherwise than by purchase, at the time and place 
when and where purchased or otherwise procured, 
or to the appraised value, ifappraised, shall be added 
all charges, except insurances. 

By the 8th section ot the act of 1820, the values of 
all imported articles subject to specific duty are to be 
ascertained in the same manner as the vaiue of im- 
ports subject to duty ad valorem. 

Whatever may have been the practice founded on 
the construction given to the pre-existing laws, it 
appears to me, thal in conformity to the provisions 
cited above, sacks are nevertheless to be consider- 
ed as constituting dutiable charges on imported salt, 
and that their cost should be taken into view in the 
coinputation of the duty; and this consiruction would 
seein necessarily to result from the single exception 
of ihe charge for insurance, I deein it proper to add 
that when salt is imported in other than sacks, the 
same principle will apply. 

As the erroneous practice, however, which it is 
the intention of this communication to arrest, is be- 
lieved to have been of long standing at some of the 
ports, it is deemed proper at such ports to postpone 
the operation of the rule now laid down until the first 
of May next, alter which period, it is expected that 
you will be governed by it. _ 

You will give notice to the importers accordingly. 
I ain respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. N. Barker, comptroller. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Henry W. McCorry to Le attorney, and Robert J. 
Chester to be marshal of the United States for “the 
district of West Tennessee,” and James P. Grundy 
to be attorney, and 8. B. Marshall to be marshal for 
“the middle district of Tennessee;” under the act of 
congress of the 18th of January, 1839, entitled ‘‘an 
act to amend ap act entitled an act to require the 
judge of the district of East and West Tennessee to 
hold a court at Jackson, in said state,” approved 
June 18th, 1838. 





THE SUB-MARINE EXPLOSIONS. From the Char- 
leston (S. C.) Courier. ‘Ynis exhibition, on the 
day before yesterday, was very interesting. There 
were three several explosions, the first of kegs of 
powder placed on the bottum of the river at about 
seven feet depth of water. They each threw upa 
coluinn of water to an immense height, (at least 
three hundred feet), during the falling of which, 
which lasted several seconds—very distinct rainbows 
appeared to the east. The first explosion, though 
about 250 yards from the battery, caused a heavy 
shower to fall thereon, and we i. he to say caused 
no trifling damage to the elegant dresses of some of 
the ladies. The hulk of a vessel anchored about 
half a mile froin the shore was then blown up, by a 
keg of powder placed in the water about one foot be- 
low her keel. Sie was broken in two about the 
middie, by the explosion, and fragments of various 


vizen, eome very were Gung up with the co- | 


luinn of water to a very great height, among them 
von bolts, &c. which gave out a very perceptible 
hissing as they fell again into the water—a circuim- 
stance woithy of remark, as it shows the heat com- 
municated, notwithstanding the water interposed be- 
tween the keel and the powder. <A large concourse 
of spectators left the scene much gratilied. There 
is no doubt of the efficiency of the contrivance it 
used against a blockading tleet. 

The fire was communicated to the powder by a 
rope prepared with a composition Which burns un- 
der water. 

THe WESLEYAN CENTENARY. Our advices of 
the progress of the centenary fund are up to the first 
of March, when the collections reached the immense 
Sinof £160,000 ($710,400), an amount far exceed- 
ing the expectations of the most sanguine at the 
time of the first meeting. At the close of February 
the general committee decided that it was expedient 
at once to forin a committee of appropriation. This 
cominittee consisted of the president and secretary, 
and many of the treasurers and secretaries of tlie 
several funds of the connexion, together with a 
number of the senior ministers and gentlemen from 
varions parts of the kingdom. Aiter a long delibe- 
ration, the following was the result of the appro- 
priation: 

1. For two institution houses, 

2. Missionary premises in London, 

3. Missionary supernumeraries, widows, 


£55,000 
23,000 


and orphans, 21,000 
4. Purchase of a missionary ship, 3,000 
5. Outfit. stores, insurance, &c. 3.000 
6. Chapel loan fund in England, 35.000 
oe do Ireland, 2,000 
8. Kingswood and Woodhouse Grove 
schools, 5,700 
9. Auxiliary fund debt, 1,500 
10. New auxiliary fund, 9,000 
11. Expenses, &c. 1,800 
£ 160,000 


The committee farther agreed that out of the sum 
which may yet be received £5,000 be appropriated 
for a centenary monumental chapel in Dublin, and 
the like sum for the Wesleyan day schools, 

[NV. Y. Com, Adv. 

RAFT oF THE Rep River. The following ietter 
has been presented to the editors of the “Globe” for 
publication: 

Head quarters, 3d infantry, 
Fort Townson. March 18, 1839. 

Sir: I have thought you would be pleased to learn 
that the river raft is again opened, that several boats 
have recently passed through. and that we have just 
arrived at our landing, six miles from the fort, laden, 
in part, with public stores, With great respect, I 
lave the henor to be, sir, your very obedient ser- 
vant, J. H. Voss. 

Lt. col. 3d infuntry, commanding. 

Hon. J. R. Poinsett, secretary of war, Washington. 





ENLARGEMENT OF THRERIE CANAL. From the 
Albuny Argus. The canal commissioners submit- 
ted to the assembly, on Saturday, in compliance 
with a resolution of that body of the 20th February, 
a report in relation tothe enlargement and improve. 
ment of the Erie canal. It is a document of eonsi- 
derable length and of much interest—so much in 
the latter respect, that thirty times the usual num. 
ber of copies were ordered to be printed. It em- 
braces a suecinct history of the enlargement,— 








financial, legislative and practical—with the infor- 
mation required under the legislative call. It will 
be laid on the tables to morrow or the next day. 
Meanwhile, we copy from the estimates of the en- 
gineers, the following conclusions: : 

From Albany to and including Schenectady. 


Completed, $3.914 12 
Under contract, 3,698,047 23 


Land, damages, &c., 127.655 00 
Estimate of additional cost, 787,971 03 





$4,617,587 38 

From Schenectady to and including Utica. 
Completed, $47,741 52 
Under contract, 4,026,833 15 
Land, damage, &c., 176,149 85 
Estimate of additional expense, 1,268,942 81 





$5,514,667 33 
From Utica to and including Syracuse. 


Completed, $71.923 44 
Under contract, 359.599 37 


Black river feeder, 290,097 66 
Land, damage, &e., §2.029 27 
Estimate of additional expense, 1,768,517 26 





a 
From Syracuse to and including Montezuma. 
Expended and under contract, $570,284 (y 
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Land, damages, &c., 3th ‘ 
Additional alte 1,015,753 - die 
a ele riladels 
$1,617,147 8 jelphia 2 
From Montezuma to and including Rochestey. mail bag 
Completed, $46,997 3h athe third 
Under contract, 724 256 3B Band alte: 
Land, damages, &c., 62,599 »B Breached | 


Additional estimate, 3,239.59] yf afor eight 
—— —~_f Sour depa 


— EF 
$4,073,974 


Scurrent. 

From Rochester to and including Buffalo, F great pet 
Expended and under contract, $1,295.925 ye he filty- 
Land, damages, &c., 


32 000 . New Orl 
Additioual estimate, been {f0i 


3,715,993 3h ays, whi 
— a “9 











—_ FF : 
$5,037,919 yp mn exped 
: “the way 
Estimated cost of the whole enlargement and inf 7 [py 1836 
provement, including damages and all other oB Mot G a. m. 
penses Fat Philad 
For sections of canal, $11.270,771 gh te | 
Locks, 4.981.586 SEE At 2, le 
Aqueduets, 2,022,705 BE Bived at 8 
Culverts, 841.677 §E@ Time, | 
Bridges, 1,266.653 9 Lett Be 
Waste wiers, 169.737 WE Gor Whee 
Feeders, except Black river, T1101) 9 ‘ ore 12, 8 
Dans, bulk heads and guard gates, 48,725 2 Time, . 
Weizh tocks, houses and scales, 83,000 (2 Lett W 
Land, damages and buildings, 804,544 Wi Btaze for | 
pours. 
$21,600,715 9S Time, 5 
Engineer, superintendence and g Left Ci 
contingent, 1,512,050 qpgpoat Pike, 
Black river feeder, 290,097 ay Pune, 1 
= Left Lo 
$23,402,863 (hiana, anc 
© Time, 1 
Totals. m Lett Ni 
Amount expended $2,374 304 ees the 1 
To become due until Ist April, 1840, 4.704.100 W Time, 3 
Under contiact on 21st Jan. 1839, 16,405,913 3 facélleal 


Whole estimated cost, 23,402,563 OF 


Wincinnati 
i Total 3¢ 
DANGERS OF RAIL ROAD TRAVELLING. It isad hus in 


certained by expe:iment, that the danger of loss gle time o 


life on an average rail road trip, is as about | @@e@"s. 
B Ps Ditferen 














































4,900,000. The following data on which this cor 
clusion is founded, are copied from a late British pub 1 days. 
lication: Ditto, m 
Name of Number of Number of Number of N -B. 1 
railway. miles. passengers. — accidents,f geason. | 
Loudon & 3 cases dp gor $30 an 
Birming- | 19,119,465 541,360 | contusion, agmem, both 
ham, deaths. - & 
Grand * F cases sli 
Ju:.ction, mie 214,064 5 au. (2) Tue O01 
pougenee 2 deaths, $y" board 
Kenyon && ¢ 3923)012 508,763 slight coup@ated 
Teish sions. (3) re Ss. 
Newcastle = $5 deaihs, (em, + an fh 
& Carlisle, 1* 8,540,759 9 fractures. @ fae 7 
Edinburgh ; m¢ys. | 
and Dal- 7* 1,557,642 Seam arm bre ell. He 
keith, ™ Wing I ha 
Stockton Well on he 
and Dar 2,213,681 357,205 { None. Wz out of | 
ser Bailed like 
reat has 
Wasnin, ¢ 4109,538 290,403 None. A 
Liverpool Eight deal hils ov . 
and Man- 30* 3,524,820 no fracture Al ped 
chester, (5) e. 4 letter 
, 5 deaths amelves a vin 
Dublin & 1* 26,410,152 { contusions ws noble | 
Kingston, passengers: fF @d Eckford 
London ) One pase “It wou 
and Green-$ 484,009 2,880,417 ¢ cer sligh Phan to say 
wich, bruised: Wy, she si 
(1) None of these accidents occurred to actual Pang &e.—e 
sengers. Ps first sy 
2) “ “% sé ss rill certai 


(3) None of these persons killed were passenge™ 

(4) One of the persons killed was a passenger: . 

(5) The whole of these were passengers; one of thé 
a serjeant in charge of a deserter. who jumped of ! 
carriage whilst in motion; the serjeant jumped alter 
tu retake him, but was so much injured that he diet 
others got out and walked on the road, and were kil 
the rest suffered by collisions of two trains, at difier 
times. These include all the casualties from the ¥* 
commencement of the working of the line. 
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TRAVELLING AS IT WAS AND ASIT IS: © Bifallants oy 
the Natchez Courier. Mr. Black—Dear sir: T! a3 repeate 
lowing bri+f summary of a recent journey [Ol "Be pth sod 
York to New Orleans, contrasted with one ork ; 

of YORK Our 


in 1800, will perhaps be interesting to some ill of mids 








$2,542,167 00 
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147 y jelphia next morning in a one-horse shay, with the 
ster. mail bag behind, for Lancaster, where we arrived 
927 2 Bathe third day. At Lancaster bought a horse, and 
256 3 mand after nine days’ journey through the forests 
599 3 Breached Pittsburg. Here with soine others, I bought, 
591 yh for eighteen dollars, a flat boat, in which we took 
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771 0E 2 ‘Lime, 6h. 10m. Cost $4. 

1.586 8 + At 2, left Philadelphia in cars for Baltimore. Ar- 
2.706 ‘@ived at 8 p. m. 

1.677 HE Time, 6b. Cost $4. 

8.653 i ') Lett Baltimore next afternoon at 4, in mail chariot 
9,737 WE Bor Wheeling. Arrived at Wheeling 5 minutes be- 
1.011 Wh Wore 12, Saturday noon. 

8,725 i = Time, 43h 50m. Cost $23. 
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readers, and serve to illustrate the modern improve- 

bment in travelling. Yours, : J. 
{yn 1800, April 3d, lett New York in a ferry boat 

for Jersey city. Took two-horse coach and got to 

Philadelphia the fourth day at 4 p.m. Left Phila- 


our departure for New Orleans, floating with the 
Feurrent. After divers adventures and escapes froin 
great peril by land and water, we reached Natchez 
the filty-seventh day after leaving Pittsburg, and 
PNew Orleans city in thirteen days therealter, having 
Preen from New York on the journey eighty-four 
Ways, which our friends in New Orleans did say was 
Jan expeditious voyage. My own personal cost on 
Vthe way was, in sum total, £27 11s. 4 1-4d.” 
> In 1839. Left New York, Monday, January 21st, 
ut 6a. m. in rail road ears at Jersey city. Arrived 
Yat Philadelphia at ten minutes past 12. 


| Lelt Wheeling next morning in accommodation 
tage for Cincinnati. Arrived at Cincinnati in 594 
pours. 

Time, 59h. 30m. Cost $24 50. 

Left Cincinnati at 10 next morning, in the mail 
boat Pike, and at 10 at night reached Louisville. 
Time, 12h. Cost $4. 
» Left Louisville next morning at 11, in steamer 

Diana, and reached Natchez the sixth day. 
> Tine, 149 h. Cost $35. 

Left Natchez same day, and reached New Or- 
eas the next evening. 

Time, 30h. Cost $19. 

Incidental expenses at Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Wincinnati and Louisville, $10. 
Cost $114 50. 

Thus making 12 days, 18 hours, and 30 ininutes, 

We time of travel between New York and New Or- 
ans. 

Difference between 1839 and 1800, in time, about 
1 days. 

Ditto, in expense, about $25 in favor of 1839. 

N. B. This last journey was inade in the winter 
Beason. In the suimmer months it can be performed | 
Wor $30 and in less time. The above includes every 
Wem, both of expense, of ‘feed and fare.” Yours, 
$ VIATOR. 


Tue Onto. Extract from a letter of an officer | 
n _" the Ohio, to his friend in Washington, 
atec 


U. S. ship Ohio, off Gibraltar, Dec. 28, 1838. 
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RetireMENT OF Mr. Brosson. W. P. Brobson, | captive, hurried him off into eternity. Jolin Doss 


z i ' . ‘ ’ 
esq., {or many yeers editor of the Delaware State | was the name of the suilerer, Now, John Cleve- 


Journal, has been elected cashier of the Union bank | !and wes not the man to pat up with ail these inju- 


this honorable testimonial in favor of his capacity 
and integrity, retired from the editorial chair which 
he filled with such distinguished ability. Most 
tichly does he merit the foliowing tribute, from one 
capable of appreciating his talents and services, and 
which happily expresses the opinion we have always 
entertained of them. 
From the United Siales Gazette. 

William P. Brebson, esq. has retired from the 
editorial chair of the Wilmington (Del.) Journal, 
which he has occupied for more tha: ten years. 

We cannot allow the withdrawal of so worthy a 
member of our craft, to pass unnoticed. Mr. Brob- 
son is a ripe scholar, a good reader, and a close ob- 
server of men, manners and things; and has used his 
position to encourage good morals, cultivate social 
affections, promote education, and most eminently 
aid successfully to promote the prosperity of the city 
of Wilmington, by the encouragement of enterprises 
that call into action the slumbering energies of his 
fellow citizens, and give activity to their capital. 
Wilinington owes much to such an editor. She owes 
inuch to Mr. Brobson; and as from year to year, she 
finds her borders enlarged, and her wealth augment- 
ed, we doubt not that she will recollect, with tokens 
of gratitude, the man whose services were so minis- 
trant to her good. 

Mr. Brobson is a sound whig, and he gave his 





editorial articles a patriotic and a gentlemanly tone, 
that won the respect of even his opponents, and en- 
title him to the gratitude of his political friends. 

We make these remarks as due to a retiring bro- 
ther of our gentle craft, for whom, without a per- 
sonal acquaintance, we liave long entertained a deep 
respect; and whatever may be the future eimploy- 
inent of Mr. Brobson, we hope that it will be distin- 
guished by as much advantage to himself, as his pre- 
vious labors have been to others. 

Mr. Natf, one of the proprietors of the Journal, is 
to be the editor, in the place of Mr. Brobson. We 
heartily wish him success in his arduous profession. 
We are sure that he will be courteous, as well as 
dignified, (the example of his predecessor is too in- 
structive to be mistaken), and we venture to pro- 
mise him, that thus discharging his duties, he will 
add consequence to the profession, and ensure a pe- 
cuniary reward. 


A GOOD ANECDOTE WELL TOLD. Among the 
many good whigs of the legislature of the last house 
of commons of North Carolina was Mr. H. C. Jones, 
editor of the Salisbury Watchman. During the de- 
bates on Mr. Raynor’s resolutions, which our read- 
ers will recollect, expressed the opinions of the le- 
gislature against “the ewpunge,” sub-treasury, &c. 
Mr. Jones delivered two speeches in their favor, 
well seasoned, as the Raleigh Register says, with 
genuine attic. It was contended by the loco focos 
that the whigs could not, without an abandonment 





ell. Her steering and sailing are beyond any 
Wing have known before. She did not perforin 
Well on her passage from Boston, owing to her be- 





of their principle, support the resolutions as they 


favored the doctrine of ‘‘instiuctions”’ to which, as | pret 
mys. The ship works, steers and sails remarkably |a party they were opposed. The answer to this; the United States, at their last session in Washing- 


argument spoke as follows:— 

“Mr. Speaker, I must illustrate our position on 
this subject by relating an incident that occurred in 
the tory war of the revolution. You have heard 
of the celebrated John Cleveland. North Carolina 
has never done justice to that man’s fame. He was 


aiterwards fell into Cleveland’s hands. He was an 
ingenious mechanic, who Cleveland had often em- 
ployed in more peaceful Gays, and had done him 
inany favors; and remembrance of these things 
were by no means calculated to mitigate the of. 
fender’s doom. Accompanied by his favorite ser. 
vant Bill, and one other individual, without speak- 
ing a word Cleveland carried his prisoner to the 
~aine dogwood on which he had hanged poor Doss, 
Here was dangling the very grape vine, which had 
been used on the former occasion. Without more 
to do, he placed the noose over the other’s neck and 
placed him on the log, “you will not hang me colo- 
nel’ at length faintly observed the tre:nbling wretch, 
“Can you give me any reason why I should not do 
it? said the other, “‘you know I am a useful man 
in this neighborhood’? said Harrison ‘sand cannot 
well be spared; I have moreover discovered the se- 
cret of perpetual motion, and if I ain put to death, 
the world will lose the benefit of my discovery. 
Besides this, | have heard you curse Bryant and 
Farning for putting their prisoners todeath. Where 
are your principles? Where is your conscience, 
that you aie about to execute vengeance on me, 
your former friend and neighbor?” «Where are my 
horses and catthe—where are my fences and barns— 
and where is poor Jack Doss? Fore God, I will do 
this deed and justify myself to God and my coun- 
try! Run up the hill and butt him off the log Biil, 
I'll show him per-pe- tual motion.”’ 





Sworp TO MAJOR NELSON AND TO COLONEL 
Henperson. ‘The sevate concurred nnanimonsty 
in the resolution, voting a sword to major NELson. 
The major is a son of old major John Nelson, of 
Mecklenburg, who served under Washington and 
Lafayette, at York. Major Nelson was in several 
engagements on the Canada line during the tate 
war. General George W. Brooke, in a recent let- 
ter speaks in the highestterms of his gallantry and 
good conduct on several occasions—of his volun- 
teering to attack the enemy, and actually doing so, 
and repelling them in sight of our army, which re- 
peatedly cheered hin. The major was formerly a 
representative in congress lioin the Mecklenburg 
district, and is a gentleman of much intellectual 
power and great moral worth. He is not aware of 
this move. Thetribute has been too long deiayed. 

The house, also, voted yesterday unanimously a 
sword to colonel HENDERSON, the vailant comman- 
der of the marine corps of the United States, who 
distinguished himself during the late war with Great 
| Britain at sea, and volunteered his services on the 
| land—in a service strange to him—when the alarin- 
ing situation of Florida invoked the aid of ever 
chivalrous soldier ip the service of the U States, to 
her rescue. [Richmond Enquirer. 








MARINE INSURANCE CASE. The N. York Jour- 
nal ot Commerce says, that the supreine court of 





i ton, decided that in case of a vesse! being volunta- 
lrily stranded by the captain when all was in immi- 
nent peril—froim a gale of wind—froin fire—or froin 

the chase of an enemy or of pirates—the cargo be- 
‘ing saved, and the vessel being got off with partial 
| injury, the cargo should contribute towards paymg the 


ind, under double reefed topsails and topgallant! one of those gallant spirits that first turned back | damage or cost of repuirs encountered by the ship own- 


Ce #5 out of trim, but since we left New York she has 

Maled like the wind; and what is most surprising 
e. @ has gone 124 knots within 64 points of the 

ths 
a sp mils over thei.” 

5 A letter from an officer to the Boston Transcript | 
paths aeaB'Ves a vivid description of the great qualities of | 
usions "PMs noble vessel, the last monument of the lament- 
ongen. ‘# Eckford’s genius. The writer says: 
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a gPportunity of judging correctly, but I never sup- 
ye of thel Osed such a ship could be built—a ship possessing 
ed off | So great a degree all the qualifications of a per- 
) after higmect vessel of war. She is as animated as a pilot 
he diet at, and, remembering her immense bulk and 
ere Ke eight, almost as easily managed. Her perforin- 
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FY brought her down 14 inches.” 


> “It would be presumption in me or any other 
“#20 to say that she will do, but I do not hesitate to 
#Y, she surpasses in every respect—sailing, work- 
Ms &c.—every ship in which | have been since I 
8s lirst sprinkled with salt water. 1 have had, you 
Pill certainly admit, soime experience, and some 


Ice is truly astonishing. We are now passing the 
Ck (twenty one days out) and the passage has 
=" somewhat blustering. We have hada good 
q Portunity to try her. To give you some idea of 
sailing: With topsails double reefed and top- 
illants over them, close hauled to the wind, she 
43 repeatedly sailed twelve and a half knots. This 
truth and mot exaggeration.’ When we left New 
th our draft was 24 ft. 6 in. forward, 26 ft. aft. 
“! of midship port from water, 6 ft.2in. Her bat- 





| the tide of British domination by the battle of King’s 


Mountain. He had an impediment in his speech, 
and, like all stutterers that ever I have known, he 
was hasty in temper and violent— 

“Impiger, iracondus, inexorbilis, acer.” 

If I may be permitted to quote a free translation 
sir, I think it will as well bespeak our hero as the 
original.—( Leave, leave having resounded through 
the hall). I will give you, then, the rendition ol 
that Scottish worthy, Cosimo, Coinyne, Bradward 
ine: ' 

“A fiery etter-cap, a fractious chiel; 
As hot as ginger, and as stieve as steel.” 

Cleveland lived in a tory neighborhood, and while 
he was campaigning, these desperadoes used to de- 

redate upon him greatly. They would steal his 
orses, drive off his cattle and burn his fences and 
out houses. A party of thein, headed by a leader, 
one Bill Harrison, went so far as to put his overseer 
to death for endeavoring to protect his employer’s 
property. The manner of this crime was soine- 


what peculiar. They took their victim to a steep | 


hill side, and placing him on a log, fastened one 
end of a grape vine around his neck, and the 
other over the prong of astoopingdogwood. When 
they had thus arranged it, one of the party went up 


the hill, and rushing bead foremost against their 


‘ers. The decisions of the local courts had been va- 
| rious on the question; it is now seitled by the high- 
est judicial tribunal in the country. The principle 
on which the eargo is made liable to a sharé in the 
damage of the vesse_ in such cases ts evidently tiis, 
that the hazard was run and the dainage incurred as 
much for the safety of the cargo according to its 
value as for that of the ship; and therefore it would 
be unjust for the whole consequence of the hazard 
to be borne by the latter. 


THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME. We think the 
annals of prisoners will hardly furnish a_para!lel to 
the following facts, for which we are indebted tua 
correspondent: 

About the year 1820, James Osborne, of Sherman, 
in this county, was convicted upon a charge of as- 
sanit ard battery, and sentenced to pay a sinall fine 
and costs. The precise amount of the whole we do 
not recollect, but it was quite inconsiderable, The 
amount not being paid, he was committed to the jail 
in Danbury, where he remained eighteen years. As 
the law has stood during that period, he could be dis- 
charged from his imprisonment, only upon either 
paying the fine and costs, or giving his note for the 
amount. This he eversteadily refused todo. The 
judges of the county court, the sheriffS and state’s 
attornies have all endeavored to get rid of him, and 





Harrison, the ringleader in all these ontrages, shortly - 
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to persuade him to execute the note, for without the 
noie, neither one nor all of theia had any authority 
to release him. But all has been in vain and he has 
reinained a tenant of the prison. 


a representation of these facts was made to that bo- 
dy, and a resolution passed ordering him to be forth- 
with released, unconditionally. Even then he refus- 
ed to leave the jail, and was forcibly turned out. He 
returned to his native place, but friends and acquaint- 
ances, with only a few exceptions, liad disappeared. 
Some had removed, and others were no longer among 
the living, and he found their places occupied by 
another generation of men. He was a stranger in 
the land of his tathers, and sighed for his former ha- 
bitation within the walls of the prison. He wander- 
ed about for a few month, and in October Jast retuin- 
ed to the jail in Danbury and sought admission, The 


one of the cells of the jail, and paying the keeper 
two dollars per week for his entertainment. 
{Norwalk Gazette, 
CITIES OF THE ATLANTIC BORDER. From the 
New Haven Record. Mr. Editor: When I visited 
the states, in 1785 and 1786, I numbered the houses 
in several of the principal cities and towns, assisted 
in some instances by a friend or two. I had sup- 
osed the account of the numbers lost; but looking 
into the American Magazine, which | published in 
New York fifty years ago, I found it, and send you 
a copy. For assisting the memory, each account 
is stated in the nearest round number, differing from 
the real number not more, in any instance, than 


five. N. WEBSTER. 
Portsmouth, N. H. e ° ° 450 
Newburyport, . ° : ° 510 
Salem, . . ° , ‘ 750 
Boston, . ° . » 2,200 
Providence, . ‘ , ° 560 
Newport, . . ° : 790 
Hartiord city, . ° ° ° 300 
New Haven city, ° : . 400 
New York city, , ‘ . 8,340 
Albany and suburbs, . ° , 550 
Trenton, ‘ ‘ ; : 180 
Philadelphia and suburbs, " 4,500 
Wilmington, Del. ; ° ° 400 
Baltimore, ‘ , 1,950 
Annapolis, , » 260 
Fredericktown, ° ; 400 
Alexandria, ; ° P ° 300 
Richinond, ; ‘ , é 310 
Petersburg, . ° . . 280 
Williamsburg, . ° ° ° 230 
Charleston, R - 1,540 


Each house may be estimated to contain seven 
persons, and a fraction more—perhaps eight. 
lt appears by a memorandum in an old Register in 
New York, that the number of inhabitants in that 
city, taken by order of the king, in 1697, was as 


follows: 

Whites. Blacks. 
Men, 946, Men, . ° 209 
Women, : - 1,018 | Women, , 205 
Young men& boys, 864] Boys and girls 161 


Young women & girls 899 
—e 575 

3,727 3,727 

Total, ‘ , ; ; ; 4,302 
Number of inhabitants in the city and county of 
New York, 








A.D. 1756, ; ; ° 10,881 
1774, 21,863 
1786, 23,614 





FRANCE AND MEXICO. 

The British frigate Medea, on the 17th, brought to 
Havana the important intelligence that a treaty had 
been agreed upon at Vera Cruz, and signed by ad- 
miral Baudin, and the Mexican minister. It was to 
be forthwith despatched to the government, in order 
to be ratified—fitteen days being allowed for that 
purpose. 
The following official account of the event and 
the provisions of the treaty, is published in the Dia- 
rio de la Habana, of the 15th instant: 
“On the 6th instant, there was a conference in this 
place, between the agents of the Mexican govern- 
ment and the French admiral Charles Baudin. It 
lasted until yesterday the 9th, and from it resulted 
an agreement of peace between Mexico and France; 
which agreement was sent to day to Mexico for the 
ratification of the supreme chambers. And if it is 
approved, we shall have peace of which we shall 
be informed on the 25th inst. and which I will have 
the honor to communicate to your excellency. I 
enclose you now a copy of the armistice celebrated 


toria; and if it pleases your excellency may have it 
published, for the notice of our countrymen. 


it will re-establish very soon the good understanding 
between the two nations; and secondly, that it is the 
duty of both belligerants to relieve as soon as possi- 
ble, the sufferings of the neutral commerce, they 
have egreed in the following arinistice: 


sides for fifteen days from next Monday the 11th 
inst.; the port of Vera Cruz is open to all flags with- 
jailer received him and there he now is, occupying | out exception. 


be admitted whatever might be its precedence, afler 
paying its respective duties, according to the laws, 
and during which 


The said document runs as follows— 


enipotentiaries, 
ich, if it be ratified, as it ought to be expected, 


Art. Ist. The hostilities will be suspended on both 


2). Every merchandise of lawful commerce will 


eriod, after the said duties are 
paid, they may be introduced into the country. 
3d. The general-in-chief of the 1st division binds 
himself to give the necessary orders that the con- 
signees or French proprietors of the goods imported 
in Vera Cruz, in virtue of what is stipulated in the 
fermer article, as well as the person that they want 
for the management of their interests, nay enter and 
remain in the city, and attend to their business, in 
the period of time mentioned above. 

CHARLES BAUDIN, 

G. VICTORIA. 
Vera Cruz, March 9, 1839. 
The New Orleans Bee of the 22d ult. says that 
the Mexicans at Vera Cruz were much pleased with 
the treaty, and public rejoicings in consequence 
a took place on the evenings of the 9th and 
10th. 
Mr. Pakenham, the English minister, guaranties, 
in the name of his governinent, the payment of the 
indeimnity due to the exiled French, the conditions 
of which are to be hereafier fixed. 
We are assured that the whole, Mexican popula- 
tion approved of the treaty that was made in No- 
vember, which formed the basis of the one noW 
adopted. 
France receives nothing to indemnify the ex- 
penses of the war, and claimed merely the $600,000 
inentioned inher ultimatum, to be paid in six months. 
The English minister signed the treaty as one of 
the parties, and it was expected that the English 
fleet before Vera Cruz would immediately sail for Eu- 
rope, its object being accomplished. 
The Mexican journals are of opinion that their 
government will not ratify the treaty. 
Mr. David, consul of France at New Orleans, 
with a landable zeal for the interests of commerce, 
has communicated the following extract of a despatch 
from admiral Baudin: 
‘In the evening of the 9th March, admiral Baudin 
signed at Very Cruz, together with the Mexican 
ininisters plenipotentiary Manuel Gorostiza and gen. 
Guadaloupe Victoria, a convention and treaty of 
peace. 

‘‘Mr. Gorostiza set off on the morning of the 10th 
for Mexico, to obtain the ratification of congress. 

“The plenipotentiaries asked an armistice of 15 
days, which was granted by the admiral, and he im- 
mediately opened the ports of Vera Cruz to all flags, 
without distinction. 

“French vessels, and those of other nations, which 
were lying at Vera Cruz, immediately commenced 
discharging their cargoes. 

The’ peaceable tiding from Vera Cruz have al- 
ready given new life to one branch of commerce at 
New Orleans. It is stated that thirty cargoes of 
merchandise will have entered the Mexican ports 
by the end of March, and that other shipments will 
follow, should the Mexican government ratify and 
observe the treaty with France, of which there is 
now little doubt. 

The government of Mexico encouraged by the 
whe og of peace with France, has directed its 
whole force against Urrea and the federalists. The 
following letter, from the American consul at Tam- 
pico, which has been communicated to the editors 
of the Louisianian, contains some important intelli- 
gence. 

Consulate of the U. S. of America, 
Tampico, March 14, 1839. 

Srr: In consequence of the present critical state 
of political affairs, and the fears entertained by the 
foreign residents in this place, that our lives and pro- 
perty will be endangered in case the government 
troops succeed inentering the town, I bave request- 





yest rday between the said Baudin and the general 


cemmandes of this department, Don Guadaloupe Vic- 


ed the commander of the U. S. cutter Woodbury, to 
i bring his vessel inside of the river, and to reinain 


distance on this side of Tuspan, where ge 
Mexia has his head quarters. 
“Consulate of his Catholic majesty at Vera Cruz. | at Valle del Maiz, and we may expect that Ary 
During the session of the legislature in May last | The admiral commander-in-chief of the French na- 
val forces in the Gulf of Mexico, and the general of 
division, commander-in-chief of the Mexican army; 
considering first that a treaty of peace has been 
signed to-day by the respective m 
Ww 


who is now in San Luis with government tr 
will soon have a meeting with hun. 


——:_ 


General Cos is in Tamapuche, a town some shor 


heral 
General Urrea is gtij) 


ista, 
Ops, 


The Woodbury brings intelligence from Matai. 


ras that troops, to the number of 600 or 800 we, 
have marched against the federal party about Mo), 
terrey. No news relating to the French questi, 
has been received. We are far from feeling ea, 
and secure, more particularly as unfounded repoyi, 
are daily spread in the capital implicating foreigne,, 
in the present revolution; for example, it is there 
believed by the government that 300 men have ay. 
rived from New Orleans for the purpose of actj 


under general Mexia. "8 


Your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. McCALL, 
Jumes W. Breedlove, esq. ' 

Collector of the customs, New Orleans. 
Private letters furnish the following particulars: 
The army under Mezia, at Tuspan, consisted of 
1,460 men, who were working at the fortifications 
night and day. 

Generals Valencia and Cos were posted at the dis. 
tance of fourteen leagu ‘s froin Tuspan with the go. 
verninent troops, and were constantly annoyed by 
sallies from the town. 
Great ferment prevailed in the interior. The town 
of Toluca had declared in favor of Urrea. 
Santa Ana entered the city of Mexico on the 18th 
February. It was believed in that capital that Bus. 
tamenle would soon place himself at the head of the 
army acting against the federalists. 
Pedraza has left Tampico to join the army of 
Urrea. 
LATER FROM MEXICO. 

From the New Orleans Bulletin, April 2. 
To the courtesy of our American consul at Vera 
Cruz we are indebted for files of “E] Censor” from 
the 14th to the 17th inclusive. On the 15th an ex. 
press arrived from Mexico, communicating facts 
the convention with France. The news of the ami- 
capital. Immediately on the receipt of the intelli- 
ence, a president ad interim was appointed and 
invested with the government, and on the next day 


and marched towards Tampico, for the purpose of 
utting down the rebels there, who were making 
read against the government. The ministerial pa 
pers describe his forces as fully adequate to over 
whelm the feeble resistance likely to be offered by 
the broken and dispirited federalists. He was ac: 
companied on this expedition by general Cortazar, 
as second in coinmand. From these movements a 


tive authority. Bustamente, the president, woull 
not precipitately have left the capital and directed 
his whole force against the insurgent federalists, 
unless all apprehensions of a French invasion hai 
been quieted. Neither is it probable that public 
rejoicings would have announced an event in Mex 
co which was not viewed by the government will 
a probation. 

Another fact which confirms this view was, the 
expected departure of a conducta from Mexico fot 
Vera Cruz, laden with three millions of dollars. 4 


are many reasons which must conspire to make the 


oned the insurrections 


made great progress; their forces augmented til 
they became formidable, and the party 


popular; and the name of Urrea became associalé 
in the minds of the people with the idea of deliver 
ance and emancipation from tyranny. In this 


opportunity of making peace with a foreign ene): 
in order that all its force might be concentrated up 


upon its authority, and impairing its stability. Ww 


fluence in bringing about the pacification 28 | 
British minister. Be this, however, as it may, 





and France and Mexico are at peace. 


March contains a ci:cular to the following import: 
In case the plenipotentiary of his majesty the *! 





| bere until there may be no further apprehension. 


which show a disposition in the government to ratify Pricles | 
ye P : “and 12s0 
cable arrangement caused great rejoicing in the Fy 8 offic 


Bustamente put himself at the head of a large force | 


























the seat of governinent, it is conclusive that the >> 
treaty with France was about to be ratified, or, per F- 
haps, had already receiv ed the sanction of the execu: F- 


cargo of precious metals would not certainly be sett z 
toa port that was liable every moment to be cap F 
tured by a powerful and exasperated foe. Thety™ 


treaty acceptable to the present administration 0 F 
Mexico; ainong the strongest of which may be ret F Bose of 1 
reaking out in differett >” 


quarters of the republic. The rebels had Jatel! : 


seated! NB By ait. by 


power became alarmed for their safety; revolutio™ notation 


ary sentiments had spread extensively and growy” 
Banby a 
‘Pondon | 


lemma, the government might well rejoice at “F 


















the rebels at home, who were daily encroacbilgi® 


have no doubt that general Urrea had as much '"— 


effect is the same. The treaty is, no doubt ratified 
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he still fe utmost exertion has been made b parties to , and would never be tl k f ith G at 
; a ae 3 een made by some partie joukKl never be the provokers of a war with Grea 
vista, nses of the war, or for any other motive, his ex Jepreciate the value of all kinds of Ainerican stocks | Britain. ‘ 































OOps, D llency the president has advised that all Mexiean 


citizens, who think themselves entitled to indeinnifi 


mame. ‘cation for losses sustained in consequence of the war 

, Mee with France, shall present their reclamations to the 

I J overnment, duly authenticated, that they may be 
SUoOn 


 Sput in opposition to the said demands. 


4 Casy 


reports STILL LATER FROM MEXICO. 



















a "> The Mexican schooner Ann Maria arrived at New 
i *té F (o;'eins on the 3d instant from Tampico, which she 
© at F aot on the 23d of March. She brings accounts of 
ares ‘4g battle between the federal troops, under general 
LL Mexia, and the government troons under general 
, %Cos, at Tuspan, on the 15th of March. The ac- 
Teounts are contradictory as to the result, though the 
ulars: | est information is to the effect that general Cos was 
way defeated. A letter to the collector of the port of 
cati of ew Ovleans states that general Cos’s army was 
us F ‘completely routed, after a bloody and well conteste: 
the dis ‘fight, and he forced to escape in disguise. The let- 
the * — ter also states that the success of the federalists in 
ved i “this battle had infused fresh hope in their troops, and 
duties “qhat the victory was celebrated at Tampico with 
he tow public rejoicings. The following is the despatch of 
“0 § general Mexia on the oceasion: 
he 18th Head quarters, liberating army, 
at Bus. __ .. Tuspan, March 15, 1839. 
fof the fm T have the satisfaction to announce to you that 
© | just now at 1 o’clock, the federal army has obtained 
my ce most complete triumoh over the division of the 
ie vanguard of the central troops, coinmanded by gen. 
Cos. I have only time to state that after three 
hours and a half of the hottest firing, the action ter- 
9 fninated by a capitulation, in which it has been 
at Vera it greed that the whole army of assailants shall fall 
-? from § back on Mexico by regular marches. During the 
Paps Action [ made 200 prisoners, and was joined after 
ng facts Wards by 150 of the centralists; all their artillery, 
to ratify < ules and baggage, 350 muskets and many other 
the ami i tticles have fallen intoour hands. T lost 4 officers 
in the £ aud !2soldiers killed. ~The enemy’s loss amounted 
; cntelli. “to 8 officers and 76 privates. 
ee sal : JOSE ANTONTO MEXTA. 
next day PO" the other hand, the captain of the schooner 
f *Y | Ann Maria states, as we learn from the New Or- 
BE ip feans Bee, that on the eve of his departure, general 
aie exia entered Tampico, escorted by only three of- 
erie 8} Bcers and a few privates. The rumor likewise 
rg revailed at Tampico, that Urrea had been twice 
Fored eaten by the centralists, who numbered 7,000 
was 7 en, and the latter were marching on Tampico, and 
Noctese MEG then only distant 12 leagues. Abont 1,000 
eds ae ederal troops were stationed at Tampico. Other 
‘that thet wee'’ffirm that the central army was 90 miles 
oe a Bom Tampico. These conflicting reports require 
» OF, | fonfirmation. 
t er | General Cos eseaped in a wonderful manner by 
directed means ofa diguise, in which he clothed himeelf. 
deralists fa ig victory gave rise to great rejoicings at Tam- 
og 1 {| Arista was about to depart from San Luis Potosi 
; Ml ie Tampico with 1,000 men, but it was supposed 
at “A Mat the defeat of Cos would make him retrace his 
pli 4 sana They were well prepared to receive him at 
#ampico. 
was, . 7, [t was also stated, but on no snfficient authority, 
Secs, nN hat letters have been received from Mexico an- 
) pe Pouncing the ratification of the treatv signed on the 
jap q th of March, between France and Mexico. 
Oo Then : The U. S. eutter was still at Tampico. Among 
make the f € reports was one that the French brig of war 
‘ion ia olligeur 22 guns, has been ordered by admiral 
fn we fF B2udin to survey the coast of Mexico, for the pur- 
} differed Pose of making accurate charts of that coast. 
ad LATE FROM ENGLAND. 
sa in | The Boston Atlas quotes London paners of the 
seater LT @ ult. by the Age, from Liverpool. There are no 





‘Volution Potations of markets. 
nd gro E The entrance into the cabinet of the lord Nor- 












associate F hanby and lord Morpeth, is looked upon by the 
f deliv ~ £ wondon liberal journals as a gain to the cause of re- 
n this © Blprm. 

ice at ORS My. Labouchere, who was some years ago in this 
mn ene} R@ountry, is appointed under secretary to lord Nor- 
ated up" Manby, 

croaclef The following respecting American stocks is from 
lity. hin he London Morning Chronicle: 

muc int A small loan for the state of Florida, United States, 
on 2 48 been contracted for in London within the last 
may; w days, and the new bonds have been considerably 


ot ratified 


demand to-day at 95. It is a 6 per cent. sterling 


he 7th ock, with the interest pavable half vearly, at 
f t : t: 7 sts. Palmer, Mackilep, Dent and Co's. at the 
import mle of 43. 6d, per dollar, the bonds being pavable to 
y the ¢ order of the Union bank of Florida, and endorsed 


for the 'F@y the bank. The object of raising the money is to 


“ an addition to the active capital of that institu- 
n, for the purpose of developing the resources of 


'¢ territory and encouraging useful enterprise. The 


by geepobeaa epg + 





and securities; but the amount of British capital 
which is invested in thein is greatly increasing. 
SIX DAYS LATER FRUM LIVERPOOL. 

The packet ship Monongaiicla, at Philadelphia, 
orings London papers to the 7th aud Liverpool to the 
3th March. We copy the following items from the 
inquirer and Herald. 

Lhe British navy. <A long and interesting debate 
in relation to the uavy estimates for the present year 
ook place in the house of commons on the Sth ult, 
Several speakers advocated an increase—aino1g 
‘hem sir E. Codrington. No question was taken. 

From the Liverpool Siandard ef March 8. 

We cannot refrain from expressing our sincere re- 
gret that there is every provability of immediate hos- 
ulities with the Unined States We repeat we re- 
sret it, for many reasons, particularly for the sake of 
thousands and thousands of high minded, intelh- 
gent, virtuous and benevolent persons in that coun- 
try, many of whoin we know persoually, who must 
sulfer severely if war should take place. 

Her majesty’s frigate Iuconstaut, which has ar- 
rived at riymouniti in 15 days from Halifax, bas 
brought intelligence from America seven days later 
ihan the packet George Washington. By her we 
earn that, not only bas the government of the state 
of Maine taken possession of the long disputed 
boundary line in that state, but that the United 
States yoveininent has actualiy issned orders for the 
aking possession of the disputed territory. 

if this be the case, that is, if the United States 
yovernment (we desire to express ourselves dis- 
linctly upon this important subject), has issued such 
an order, vo power on earth will ever convince us 
but that certain personages in this country have not 
only given it to understand it might do so with iim- 
punity, but have instigated it so to do? 

We know enough of the mind of Van Buren and 
of the most talented members of the United Staies 
government, to convince us, that ony hever would 
have sanctioned such a procedure, unless they have 
lost their senses since the month of July last, or un- 
less they had intimation to do so, and assurances 
{rom influential persons bere, that they should meet 
with no opposition froin this country. 

We now give our reasons for such conclusions. 
The government of the United States would no more 
venture to 1isk a war with England.as the states are 
now circumstanced, than it would venture to pro- 
claim Victoria queen of North America, 

The United States were never, since the declara- 
tion of independence, in such a precarious position 
as they now are. In the south they are threatened 
by two and a half millions of discontented slaves, 
who are only watching an opportunity to cast off 
their fetters, and take vengeance cn those who hold 
them in bondage. Jn the free states there are upwards 
of three hundred thousand free people of color, who 
are burning to set their brethren in the south free, 
and be revenged on the inhabitants of the free states, 
who treat them (the free slaves!) worse than their 
brethren are treated in the south. Again, on the 
western frontier there are some hundred thousand 
Indian warriors, many of whom have been, even 
within the last year, unjustly banished from their own 
lands, and who are only waiting an opportunity for 
revenge. 

And lastly, the American citizens themselves are 
now divided into two great classes—the minority, 
consisting of the most wealthy, intelligent and honor- 
able part of the community, who are heartily sick 
of republican schemes; and the majortiy, who con- 
stitute nine-tenths of the population. Between these 
two classes there exists the most inveterate jealousy 
and animosity. The former class is almost enitrely 
removed from the direction of public affairs; it en- 
tertains a hearty distaste to the democratic institu- 
tions of the country; and the populace is at once the 
object of its scorn and of its fears. 

The other class, the majority, which consists of 
the ignorant rabble, whose chief object is agrarian- 
isin, detests and abhors every thing that has the 
slightest resemblance to intellectual refinement or 
English manners. The difference and hatred be- 
tween these two parties are daily increasing, are in- 
curable, and will go on increasing, till some awful 
explosion occurs. 

Under such circumstances the government of the 
United States, whatever the government of the state 


of Maine may think proper to do, or the desire of the 
rabble, who entertain the most rancorous feelings to- 
wards this country may be—that government, we 
say, would never voluntarily do any act which might 
provoke a war with England, except under positive 
assurances that for such an act it would not be called 
to an account! ‘Besides, we know that the mcst in- 
fluential and taler:ted men of that government, and 
the minority of the people, above alluded to, enter- 
tain the most friendly feelings towards this country, 


Tue question now is, what object could persons in 
power here have, for inducing the Americans to take 
possession ot the disputed territory?) The answer is, 
they want to abandon Canada to a repubiican system 
of government. Loid Durham’s report and sir Prane 
cis Head’s narrative tully prove this, 

The disputed territory, which consists of 5,000 
square iniltes, lies exactly between New Brunswick 
an! Lower Canada; so as, if in the possession of a 
toreign power, to cut effectually off almost all com- 
inunication, for six or seven months in the year, be- 
tween these two parts of her majesty’s aomininions, 
and cousequenily, between Canada and this coun- 
try. The abandonment of this territory will also 
present am additional republican frontier of more 
than two hundred miles to Lower Canada. 

Under these circumstances, the most etiectual way 
of increasing the power of the enemiesof Canada, 
and then of persuading us to abandon Canada alto- 
gether, would be the yielding up of this vast tract of 
country to the United States. 

Where is the individual of common intellect, who 
has attentively watched the proceedings of ministers 
in reference to the Canadian disturbances and has 
attentively perused lord Durham’s report, and sir 
Francis Head’s narrative, (copious extracts of 
which we published in our last two numbers) who 
candoubt for a moment the disposition, the policy, 
and the secret intention of the government in reier- 
ence to Canada. 

The secret correspondence carried on between 
ministers aud the ringleaders of the Canadian rebel- 
lion, as published in our last; the encouragement 
given them; and lord Durhain’s proposals for Cana- 
da, being based on the advice and statements of re- 
publican rebeis, inust remove all doubt on the sub- 
ject. 

However much we detest and abhor war, yet if 
our government allow the Americans to take forci- 
ble possession of this land, and thus abandon our 
loyal fellow subjects in Canada to the control of re- 
publican rebels, all we can say is, the present ministry 
can do what no other ministry ever dared; and that 
if English people allow them todo so, we shail 
abandon all hope of rescuing our country fiom the 
dominion of infidels and of papists. 

Now recollect our statement: if the United States’ 
government has issued orders for the taking posses- 
sion of the disputed territory in the state of Maine, 
and if our government do not forthwith resist that 
act, the whole is a whig and a radical plot having its 
origin in England. 

The Canada bill. Lord John Russell stated that 
the Canada bill would not be brought forward until 
after Easter. The Scotch judges are to have £3,000 
per annum. 

Lord Glene'g. ‘It has been currently reported, 
confidently asserted, and actually published in the 
United Service Journal, and in the Naval and Mili- 
tary Gazette, that lord Glenelg’s having refused as- 
sent toa scheme of munisters for transposing the 
contro! of the arms from the sovereign and military 
authorities to a civil department was the cause of 
his lordship’s expulsion! What next?” 

A letter from Naples, under date of Febuary 16th, 
says—‘‘Lust night a part of our foundling hospital 
was desiroyed by fire. The flames speed os rapid- 
ly that twenty-three children perished. One ot the 
nurses in her despair threw herself out of the win- 
dow with two ehildren in her arms; all three were 
found dashed to pieces and quite dead in the street. 
The firemen distinguished themselves by their ef- 
forts; three of thein were killed, having fallen from 
the upper story to the lower, where they were bu- 
ried in the ruins.” 

A new insurrection in Syria. The natives of Hon- 
man, joined by the mountsineers, had taken arms 
to shake off the Egyptian yoke. Abrahim Pacha 
marched a large body of troops against them. 

The elections in France. The Paris National 
claims a majority of twenty-one deputies for the op- 
position out of two hundred and seventy-five alrea- 
dy heard from. The ministerial papers on the 
other hand speak w:th confidence of success. 

A dinner was given by the meinbers of Precur- 
sors’ society in London to Daniel O’Connell, esq. 
M P. at the Highbury Barn tavern, Islington. 
About eight hundred persons sat down to dinver, 
and at least from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty ladies were present in the gallery. Mr. O’Con- 
nell addressed the meeting several times in the 
course of the evening. 


PASSAGE OF IMPORTANT INTERNAL 
IMPROVEMENT ACTS. 
From the Baltimore American. 
The legislature of Maryland adjourned on Satur. 











day night, and cures the last two days of its ses- 
sion enacted several highly important laws in refer. 
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ence to the works of internal improvement in which 
this community as well as the siate at large has a 
deep interest, The annexed brief notice of them 
will furnish a general idea of their character. 
PALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD. 

The highly gratifying intelligence reached us by 
Saturday’s mailirom Annapolis, of the passage by 
the senate of the bill from the house, authorising 
the conversion of the six per cent. bonds issued by 
the state to the Baltimore and Ohio rail road com- 
pavy and Ctiesapeake and Ohio canal company, 
into five per cent. bonds. ‘This bill, which is now 
a law, unlocks the state’s $3,000,000 subscription 
to the Balliinore and Ohio rail road company, and 
reuders it atonce available for the purposes of that 
Cowpany in the prosecution of its great work to the 
Western waters. 

Tuis is a most important measure for the in- 
terests of the road, and it is much to be regretted, 
that it was not followed up by anotber act which it 
Was eyuaily incumbent on the legislature to pass— 
the grautof the state’s guaraniee to the bonis is- 
sued by the city of Baltimore to pay her $3,000,000 
subscription to the road. This last measure, which 
the house sanctioned by a large majority a fortnight 
ayo, and which the senate rejected, our readers will 
be surprised to learn was rejected by the bouse on 
Friday uight-by a vote of 23 to 49! 


SUSQUEHANNA AND TIDE WATER CANAL COM- 
PANY. 





On Saturday the house of delegates by a vote of 


25 to 22, and the senate by a vote of 10 to 6, passed 
the biil granting the guarantee of the state to the 
bonds of this company, tothe amount of $1,000,000. 
This act is of the highest importance to the stock- 
holders, to the state of Pennsylvania, and to the 
city of Baltimore, inasmuch as it will place in the 
hands of the company the means of completing, 
forthwith, the canal for the passage of boats along 
the entire line from Columbia to tide water at Havre 


de Grace. This highly desirable event, we are hap- | 


py to assure our readers, will take place in the 
course of the ensning fall, when our people will be- 
gin to reap the pleasant fruits arising frou: the com- 
pletion of one of the works in which they are 


Jurzely interested, The act authorises the issue of 


5 per cent. sterling, or 6 per cent. currency bonds, 
at the company’s option, so that they may be dis- 
posec ol either in this country or Europe, as may 
be deveined most advantageous for its Interests. One 
of the sections requires the construction of an out- 
let lock opposite to Port Deposite, provided it shall 
not cost the company more than $15,000, 


SUSQUEHANNA RAIL ROAD. 

The Susquebanna rail road bill—appropriating 
$75,000 for the completion of that work—has 
passed both branches anid become alaw. We learn 
that this act provides for an increased number ot 
directors in the company on the part of the state 
aud city, and for a diminution of those representing 
the individual stockhoiders. We are intorined 
that the directors appointed on the part of the state 
are Messrs. Samuel Lucas, Sainnel Brady, Solo. 
mou Hillen, jr. and J. W. Watkius. 

ANNAPOLIS RAIL ROAD. 

The billin favor of the Aunapolis and Elkridge 

rail road company has also becowe a law. 
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL, 


An act has passea the legislature making a fur- | 


therappropriat:on of $1,375,000 to the Chesapeake 
and Ouro canal company. Lhe billas originally re- 


ported was intended to appropriate this sum for the | 
purchase by the state of the stock of individuals, | 


bui this feature was afterwards siricken out, anu 
the sum Was appropriated directly to the canal coin- 
Paty. 

We regret to be compelled to add that both houses 
have sanctioned the bill which goes to repeal the 
act of last session, authorising the tide water canal 
company to remove jrom Harlord county court, 
Cases i which excessive damages have been 
awarded against the company, for injuries alleged 
to have been sustained in the location of the caual. 





GENERAL SCOPT. 
From the New York American. 

This distinguished man has declined the compli- 
meat dondly ouered to him of apublic dinner in this 
city. However we may regret that the opportunity 
wii thus be lost to so many of our fellow citizens of 
publicly testitying their curdial regard for, and high 
estination of, gen. Scotr, the manner and the motive 
of his decliaing willonly add to thai estimate. 

We annex the letters that passed on the occasion: 

New York, April 2, 1837. 

Dearsin: [tis now two years since that, inspired 
by ‘ce weritorious services you ha rendered to our 
cvminon country in Fiorida and Alabama, and re- 
juicing In the then recent approbation pronounced 


by ue president of the Uuited States upon the Gnd 


‘ing of a court of inquiry, in which those services 
had been brought into question, your feliow citizens 
of New York had the Lonor of inviting you to meet 
them at a public dinner, and of receiving your ac- 
ceptance of the invitation. Untoward circumstances, 
now no longer existing, but which then weighed 
heavily upou this community, induced you to ask an 
indefinite postponement of the dinner, and influenced 
us, as the organs of others, to acquiesce in that re- 
quest, But now, that the commercial difficulties, 
then subsisting, have passed away, and that you, 
(rom that period to the present, have been going on 
‘from one civic triumph to another, when, in addi- 
‘tion to the preservation of our neutral obligations on 
the Cauada {rentier, and the bloodless re:inoval of the 
Cherokees froin their ancient hemes, you have, un- 
der circumstances of peculiar difficulty and excite- 
inent, succeeded in preventing any violation of the 
peace of the country, and in preserving the due su- 
bordination oi the state to federal authority, in the 
territory in dispute between the United States and 
Great Britain ou the frontiers of the state of Maine 
—we claim the fulfiluent of your pledge to meet 
your fellow citizens of New York at a public dinner; 
and our present purpose is, to invite you to name a 
day when the debt we rejoice in owing to you, may 
in part be paid. 


Philip Hone, C. W. Lawrence, 
Ed ward Curtis, Charles King, 
Thaddeus Pheips, Jacob P. Giraud, 


J. W. Webb, 
Augustus Fleming, 


Charles A. Davis. 


New York, April 1, 1839. 

Str: Your friends and feilow citizens of New 
York have learned, with unfeigned gratification, the 
result of your truly glorious efforts to avert in a man- 
ner equally honorable to both parties, occurrences, 
which menaced a collision, that would have been 
depreciated by the whole civilized world, between 
two great nations connected by every tie that can 
bind together kindred people. 

What you have accomplished in the recent paci- 
fication cn our eastern frontier is, however, sir, only 
what a knowledge of your previous career could not 
have failed to induce us to anticipate. As the hero 
of Chippewa, your name has been, for inore than a 
quarter of a century, familiar to the whole American 
| people, and is, in the minds of the rising generation, 
associated with the most memorable events of their 
country’s history; while in the various contests, 
which it has been your duty to carry on against sa- 
vage foes, we have ever found the same talent and 
energy to applaud, which were so conspicuous when 
employed against the veterans of Europe. 

But, if a general, whu wins laurels on the field of 
battle, in the vindication of a nation’s honor, be en- 
titled to our gratetui recollections, how much more 
aeserving of them must he be, by whose prudence 
and wisdoin the nevessity of a recourse to arins is 
averted? Without again adverting to transactions 
now present to the minds of all, in you we recog- 
nise the republican commander who though an ar- 
dent supporter of the institutions of his own country, 
when entrusted with the nutrality of the Canadian 
froutier, not only knew how to preserve and main- 
‘ain the majesty of our own laws, but too well under- 
stood the duties which one nation owes to another, 
to foment, for the propagation of political principles, 
a civil war among the subjects of a neighboring and 
friendly power. 

As a testimony of our respect and esteem, and 
with a view of exchanging congratulations on the 











| most important event, to which you have recently so 

_ happily contributed, we would invite you to partake 

of a public dinner, in this city on such day as it may 

/ comport with your convenience to appuint. 

Jas. Talmadge, P. G. Steyvesant, 
W.A.Duer, James G King, 

Aaron Clark, David B Ogden, 


George Griswold, N. Prim+, 
Sainl. B. Ruggles, Jas. W. tis, 
Saml. Ward, J. Blent, 


Dudley Selden, 
James 1. Jones, 
Thos W. Ludlow, 
Robt. Ray, 

Jona. Prescott Hall, 
John Rathbone, jr. 
Thos. Suifern, 

B. Robinson, 

P. Perit, 

Benj. L. Swan, 
M. Robinson, 

W. H. Aspinwall, 


John A. King, 
Philip Hone, 
Auzustus Fleming, 
C. A. Davis, 

G. W. Bruen, 
Arch. Gracia, 
Henry Brevourt, jr. 
Jona. Goodhue, 
W.B. Lawrence, 
Russell H. Nevins, 
J. Amory, 

R, M. Biatchford. 


Head quarters, eastern division, 
Washington, April 6, 1839. 





GenTLEMEN: I have had the honor to receive your 
two aotes, which I beg permission tocousider as one | 


—the sentiments, and many of the signers bej,, 
common to both—inviting me in terins as fel ¢j 
as they are partial and flattering, toa public dj), 
in the city of New York, in testimony of the esti, 
tion in which you are pleased to hold my long ¢), 
deavors in the service of a country that is equall 
dear to us all. y 

Among you, J have the happiness to recognise mp, 
ny an old aid kind friend, and not an IDCIViciyal 
whom I should not be proud to make one. If, the, 
1 find myself compelled to decline the high hono, 
tendered by such persons, on the part of the preat 
city of the new world, I trust you will do me the jus. 
tice to believe it is from no want of reciprocal co). 
sideration and esteem. 

Those sentiments are deeply guy on my 
heart. But my position as a soldier, bound by pecy. 
liar ties and duties to country and governinent—y}), 
necessity of continuing itinerant, 1 know not how 
long, and the danger of seeming to seek, in violatioy 
of inilitary propriety, such honors—all have recen|y 
admonished me to accept no public entertainme, 
whatever. 

In the sentiments expressed, I have the honor, 
gentlemen, to subscribe myself, your grateful ang 
devo‘ed servant, WINFIELD SCOTT, 


To Messrs. Jas. Talmadge, Philip Hone, Willian 
A. Duer, C. W. Lawrence, Aaron Clark, A. Fie. 
ing, P. G. Stuyvesant, Charles King, Jas. G. King, 
Daniel Jackson, David B. Ogden, J. Watson Webb, 
G. Griswoid, Thads. Phelps, N. Prime, C. A Davy, 
8. B. Ruggles, Edwd. Curtis, Samuel Ward, Jacob 
P. Giraud, &c. &ce. &c. 


A 
Olig 
Nep 
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THE COAL MINE EXPLOSION. 

The following additional particulars respecting 
this fearful disaster are furnished in the Richinond 
Compiler of the 21st ultimo: 

The Black Heath mine, worked by the “Black 
Heath coal company,” is une of the richest and most 
extensive in this country, It is twelve miles from 
Richmond in nearly a western direction, and is situ- 
ated in the midst of bituminous coal fields of un- 
known extent. The shaft trom which the explosion 
of Monday took place has net long been sunk, 
and we believe is the deepest in the union, being 
more than seven hundred feet to its bottom. Up- 
wards of ten million bushels of coal had been ex: 
plored in the pit reached by it; and none can con- 
jecture how much wore a further exploration would 
discover. 


The steam engines and apparatus for hoisting coal 
from this shaft were excellent, and the system and 
facility with which the hoisting process was con- 
ducted, produced an average of about two thousand 
five hundred bushels of coal per day. It is to be 
regretted that these operatious have been interrupt: 
ed—throwing so much weight in the scale of our 
productions, and aiding essentially to increase our 
capital and commercial strength as they did—aiil 
this regret is added to by the afflicting event whici 


gent and active men who are superintending the 
tnine say that it will be reclaimed in a short time. 
The explosion was one of a most violent nature. 
How it happened there is no telling. But that it 
occurred from neglect or disregard of positive oF 
ders and regulations of the pit is beyond all doubt. 
The diifts and “air coasts” (passages for the alt 
fiom chamber to chainber) were so arranged as (0 
keep up constant ventillation. It is the geneiil 
opinion that one of the doors of the * air coasts” 
wust have been closed, and that thus the ‘inflam: 
inable gas” accumulated on Sunday to such an ex: 
tent as to produce the explosion soon after the 
l:borers entered the pit on Monday morning. Si 
Humphrey Davy’s safety lamp was regularly used 
on Monday morning. It was commonly cartied 
forward to test the presence of the gas. It may 
have been out of order; if a slight rent shoudd havé 
been in its wire gauze covering it would readily 1s: 
nite the gas. Other lamps were used; and one of 
these may have been taken into a chamber or drift 
where the safety lainp had not been presented. E' 
iher of these causes wonld involve carelessne*: 
The density and inflammability of the g-s miz)! 
have caused the wire to have become oxidated, a"4 
full to pieces; but that could not have occurred til 
alter indication by flame inside the gauze, of a (a'- 
ger in the face of which it would have been madne’ 
in the laborers to remain. Whatever may fev? 
been the immediate cause, the arrangements @! 
rules of the pit, drawn from the lights of science 
and experience in mining, were such as to have e™ 
sured safety if properly attended. But would it pot 
be well, in order to diminish the chances of dange! 
irom even carelessness itself, to use Davy’s !#"P 
xclusively, in all pits where there has been any ¢* 
hibition of carburretted hydrogen or “inflanwadl? 


gas?” 
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8 being é 
| te . Jace, Was a nan of great sk:Il in his profession, hav- 
eStinnia. e Be been many years engaged in it in some of the 
one en. [e) most fauous of the English mines, He was a Scoteh- 
equal] > man, named Jobn Rynard. It is hard to account 
te for how HE should have permitted the cause of the 
‘ise ma. é occurrence; but evea,in the inidst of an effort to 
LiVicina P gecrrect. the omission or neglect of Saturday night, 
f, then, — sthe explosion inay have taken place. 
honop Po) Mr. John Hancock, yf native of Chesterfield, of 
le great | respectable family, was the other unfortunate super- 
the jus. jntendent. F 
al coy. [The laborers were all colored men. The super- 
intendeats above the shafts say that about forty were 
on my Fbelow. They cannot speak with certainty. Many 
y pecy. | shad gone to see their wives at distant plantations, 
nthe F sand it was not known how maay had returned. 
10t how [ | Tuose who had not vo not appear froin terror at the 
iolation | gnews of the explosion; but Forty is the MAXIMUM. 
ecently oe The explosion was so powerful as to blow pieces 
‘intent F cof timber out of the shaft to a distance of a hundred 
Yvards from it. Three men were blown up in a coal 
honor — shamper toa height of some thirty or forty feet above 
ful and “Fits top; two of them fell out of the hamper in ditfer- 
ITT, Tent directions and were immediately killed; the 
ik “third remained in it, and fell with it, escaping most 
Fie. miraculonsly with his life, having both legs broken. 
. Kine | He is now doing very well. Much loose coal was 
Webb, “blown troin the drifts to the bottoin of the shaft, and 
Davy | four of tie bodies, as we have already stated, were 
' “taken froin beneath a large bulk there ina mutilated 
) Sacch state. Four were taken out shortly after the expio- 
sion on Monday, one of whom died. The others 
“are in a fair way to recover. 
Every exertion has been made, which could be 
pecting § made consisteutly with safety, to rescue the unfor- 
hmong — tunate beings. It appeared, upon going down the 
‘shalt, much carbouie acid gas (the product of com- 
“Black bustion) was present. This is called at the mines 
id most F “black da:mp,’’ and though not inflammable, is de- 
's from B structive to hatman life. This, then, had first to be 
is situ dispersed. The partitions, too, in the shaft, neces- 
of uns — ’sary for the ingress and egress of air in the pit, were 
plosion fF much torn to pieces by the explosion, and had to be 
sunk, | (repaired as the shaft was descended, or death would 
, being | phave resultea to those who went down. 

Up-| | These explosions were formerly common in the 
en ex | onorth of England. One occurred at the Felling 
in con. Pcolliery in Northumberland, England, on the 25th 
would | 7 May, 1812, in which ninety-two lives were lost. 

This is the greatest destruction ever known from 
ng coal f | the same cause. In 1815 an explosion occurred in 
m ani} .a@ mine at Durham, in which fifty-seven persons 
s cone | | Were destroyed, aud in another twenty-two were 
ousand | killed in the same manner. The diseoveries of sir 
sto be | Humplirey Davy and vuther contributors to science 
errupt: and benefaciors of mankint have since render d the 
of our | | avoidance of these destructive explosions certain. 
se our} [nour mines no explosion of any extent has ever 
j—ani | occurred froin the iguition of inflammmabie gas. Such 
which € .afe as certainly to be guarded against as the burst- 
intelli: | 19g of steam boilers, The safeguards iu each are 
ng tii 7 as siinple as effective. : 
ine. | |. Let the unfortunate event which has just occurred 
rature. Eo be a lesson and warning, as we are sure it will be, 
that it £ | 2nd, if possible, cause a more constant and rigid ob- 
ive Of servance of the rules which science and experience 
doubt. | | have pointed out as the sure and unerring guaran- 
he ait fh. tees of salety. 

to 
sed SWARTWOUT DEFALCATIONS. 
casts’ | | Report of the comumittee of investigation, chosen 
nflam f Dy ballot, by the honse of representatives, January 
an ex F 17 and 19, 1839, ou the subject of the defaleations 
op the | Of Sarguel Swartwout and others, and the correct- 

Sirf |» hess of the returns of collectors and receivers 
- used f Of the public money; also, the reportof the mi- 
arried & . ‘Oority of the coinmittee. 
jt may Fo [CONTINUED FROM PAGE 95.] : 
| have f  CAUS E3. Culpable disregard of law and neglect o/ 
ily ig: oficial duty, by the first auditor of the treasury. 
me 6 The duties of the first auditor are prescribed in 
» drift the 5th section of the act of September 2, 1759, ‘‘to 
Bi f » SStablish the treasury department,”’ and the act of 
sness. |) March 3, 1817, “to provide for the prompt settie- 
might F Ment of public accounts,” and are as follows: 

d, and “It shall be the duty of the first auditor to receive 
ed till BE) 2!! accounts accruing in the treasury department, 
, dai: & ) 2%, alter examination, to certify the balance, and 
dnes F transinit the accounts, with the vouchers and certifi- 
pave §  S4les, to the first comptroller, for his decision there- 
s and fee 28.” 
jence : The present auditor came into his office Novem- 
ve en Py Per 1, 1336. 
it not fF) , The accounts of Mr. Swartwout up to December 
anget |) 2!, 1837, appear to have been regularly transmitted 
lamp Be to his office, pursnant to the treasury circular of 
vy ex > March 1, 1830, for examination and settlement. 
nable |) + he law conteinplates this examination to be a tho- 
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| Tough check upon the errors, if any exist, of both 








One of the superintendents of the operation in, the collector and naval officer, And here all Mr. 
the it, who was below when the explosion took Swartwout’s accouuts, except his bond accounls, ap- 
7 ’ 


pear to have been examined, with their proper 
vouchers, and certified by theauditor. But the au- 
ditor’s certificate covered the bond accounts as well 
as the other charges, although not in fact examined. 
His certificate, with the vouchers, except those re- 
lating to bond accounts, was transmitted to the first 
comptroller, but there was a constant neglect to 
transinit the vouchers of the bond account there- 
with, as positively required by law. It is in these 
bond accounts, thus neglected, and in regard to 
which the law and treasury instructions have at all 
times been most specific, requiring examination, 
with vouchers, that the frands upon the revenue by 
Swartwout were committed. No account appears 
ever to have been returned to the first auditor by 
the comptroller, because the vouchers of the bond 
accounts of Swartwout were not transmitted with 
the auditor’s certificate thereon. 

It is to this culpable disregard of law and neglect 
of duty in the office of the auditor that is attributa- 
ble to the escape of Swartwout’s iraud and defalca- 
tion from detection. 

‘The same neglect in this most important branch 
of Swartwout’s account appears to have prevailed 
in the anditor’s office since 1832. It then originat- 


/ed in the disuse of the records required by positive 


instructions, as well as from the nature of the exa- 
mination of accounts that is required by law of the 
auditor. This feature in the administration of this 
otfice is exhibited in the following examination: 

Answers of Mr. Underwood, a principal clerk in 
the office. 


Examined by Mr. Foster. 
Question 20. Were not the accounts, abstracts 
and vouchers, or other papers which were before 


you at the time you made those examinations ard | ; 
_whom IL bad employed in recording the repor's on 


statements, such as are usually before you in your ex- 
aminations and statements when ‘‘upon the saine 
class of duties?” 

Answer. They were. 

Question 21. In that examination and statement 
did you not bestow the same care and attention as 
you have at other times bestowed ‘‘upon the same 
class of duties?” 

Answer. I did, except that, in relation to the 
bond account, [ made no examination whatever. 

Question 22. What were your reasons why you 
did not examine the bond account, at the same time 
that you examined the other accounts? 

Answer. As “the bonds taken in New York are 
recorded in the first auditor’s office only to the 2d 
quarter of 1834, while those paid or put in suit are 
marked off only tothe 4th quarter of 1832,” it was 
utterly impracticable for me to make such an exa- 
mination of the bond accounts for the 3d and 4th 
quarters of 1837 as wunld test their accuracy. As 
soon as the account of the customs was received at 
the office of the first anditor, the bond accounts 
were handed in to the clerk, whose duty it was to 
enter and mark off the bonds; and there they re- 
inain to this day. 

Question 23. Did you, on that examination and 
statement, discover any defulcation on the partof Mr. 
Swartwout? 


Answer. Idid not. 


Examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 41. Isit true, or is it not trne, that the 
exainination by the first auditor of the treasury, pre- 
scribed by law, of Mr. Swartwout’s quarterly ac- 
counts of bonds taken and bonds paid, as_ returned 
to the treasury department, has been entirely omit- 
ted since 1832; and is it true, or not true, that this 
omission to examine said accounts is the sole rea- 
son why Swartwout’s defaleations on paid bonds 
have escaped detection at the treasury department 
until after he left his office? 

Answer. The bond accounts of New York have 
not been examined, it is believed, in the office of 
the first auditor, since the 4th quarter of 1832. Had 
3aid accounts been thoroughly examined as soon as 
received at the office of the first auditor, the defal 
cation in regard to the bonds must, in my opinion, 
have been discovered before the expiration of Mr. 
Swartwout’s term. Whether the omission to make 
such examination be the sole reason why his defal- 
cation on said bonds was not so discovered, I do not 
know. 

Question 42. Do you know, from your acquaint- 
ance with the nature of said accounts, and your ex- 
perience in the auditor’s office. any other reason 
for Swartwout’s successful concealment of his de- 
faleations, than the omission to examine his ac- 
counts thoronghly ‘at the auditor’s office?” Please 
state also for what period you have been connected 
with said office as an accountant upon custom 
house returas? 

Answer. I do not know, as regards the returns 
of Mr. Swartwout to the first auditor, any reason 











why his defaleations were not discovered sooner, 
other than the omission to examine his bond ac- 
onan promptly and thoroughly at the first auditor’s 
office. 

Jt is apparent to the committee, from the exami- 
nation and testimony, that the first auditor himself 
has never, until very recently, made himself ac- 
quainted with the internal organization and duties 
of his otlice, or the system of checks instituted un- 
der treasury regulations for it. Of course, if the 
chiet in the office is either negligent er ignorant of 
the duties devolved by law upon him, or neglizent 
because ignorant of the modes instituted and in 
force through prior years of executing those duties, 
the subordinates of the office may find ample oppor- 
tunity for indulging in any degree of negligence in 
their vocations, to the imminent hazard of the 
whole revenue of the nation, and its consequent 
loss ia unmeasured and unknown masses. In an- 
swer 9 he says: **-When I caine into office, on the 
Ist of November, 1836, the recording of the abstracts 
of bonds taken in New York was, I think, as far 
back as some time in 1833, and the checking off 
was back soinewhere in 1832. I wus a considera- 
ble time in office before my attention was drawn 
to these bond registers; and, at first, I only regard- 
ed them as records for the purpose of reference 
when occasion might require, and did not under- 
stand that they were intended to check the collector 
in his quarterly returns. At what time I did be- 
come acquainted with the object for which they 
were instituted, [ cannot recollect; and perhaps 
even then I did not fully estimate the importance 
of having them brought up. The manner in which 
they had been kept, and the little importance that 
seemed to have been attached to them by my pre- 
decessor, had certainly lessened their importance in 
my estimation. I however did direct another clerk, 


the collectors’ accounts, to devote any time he had 
to spare from recording the reports, to recording 
bonds; which he did until other business required 
his attention. But, I deem it proper to say, that, if 
I had been fully aware of the use of these registers 
at the moment [ came into office, and had put a 
clerk his whole time to recording and checking off 
the New York bond account, he would not have 
been able to have brought it up so as to have dis- 
covered the error in Swartwout’s bond account of 
1837, much, if any, before the time it was disco- 
vered. Indeed, it is doubtful, in my mind, whether 
one clerk could have brought them up by that time. 
[f, however, the recording of the bonds bad not 
been required by the former practice, and original 
abstracts had been used for checking off the bonds 
paid aid put in suit, by which means this examina- 
tion, if it had been kept up from the commerce- 
ment, could bave been made in time to accompany 
the report on the quarterly account, it would have 
been discovered in the auditor’s office, somewhere 
about the Ist of September, 1837, that Mr. Swart- 
wout had failed to account for a large amount of 
bonds that had fallen due in the Ist quarter of that 
year; and this discovery, it is presumed, would, as 
a matter of course, have led to inquiry; but, in the 
condition in which the bonds then were, in regard 
to the right of extension, the collector might have 
deceived the department for a time.”’ 

It has been made manifest to the committee, in 
their investigation, that a recurrence to the records 
of either the coinptroller’s office or of the first audi- 
tor’s office, by either of the incumbents of these 
offices, would readily have instructed them in the 
importance of the bond register, which has been 
thus enIpably neglected. It would have been found 
that the very occurrence which has now happened, 
though in a degree not in like manner so alarming 
to the public mind as the latter, gave rise to the in- 
stitution of the necessary means to prevent its repe- 
tition in all future time, while due diligence should 
be used in these accounting officers. The follow- 
ing examination of the comptroller places this po- 
sition beyond cavil, and leaves as well the auditor 
as the comptroller without apology for any neglect 
of duty in relation to the bond accounts of collec- 


tors. 
Examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 21. Please examine the following ex- 
tract, and say if it be a true copy from a cireular of 
the first comptroller to ‘collectors, naval officers 
and surveyors,” dated August 5, 1822; and if yea, 
state when, if ever, its requirements have been tno- 
dified or repealed: 

“Frequent calls being made by congress on the 
officers of the treasury for information respecting 
duty bonds outstanding, duty bonds in suit, &c., 
and anticipating that similar calls will continue to 
be made at subsequent sessions, it has been con- 
cluded. in order to facilitate this object, as also to 
be in possession of more precise information, from 
time to time, of the existing state of all eustom 
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house bonds, to keep a register at the treasury of 
ali such bonds, so that any information in relation 
to them, on those points which may hereafter be 
required, can be tip by this departnent, without 
recurring in the first instance, as heretofore, to the 
cellectors of the customs. 

“To make this register complete, it will be ne- 
cessary to obtain from the several collectors lists of 
the bonds which have been taken in their districts, 
respectively, and which way remain due and un- 
paid on the 30th September next. 

“These lists you are requested to furnish, ac- 
cordingly, with as little deiay aiter that day as 
practicable, observing the accompanying forms. 

“The usual quarier-yeariy bond accounts, which 
are to be rendered for the quarter ending the 30th 
proximo, and thereatter, wii contain all the infor- 
mation which may be necessary to keep the regis- 
ter alluded to, provided care be taken by the col- 
lectors that a specification be always made at the 
end of each bond account, showing what part of the 
balance of bonds outstanding consists in bonds not 
due, and what part in bonds put in suit. 

“Having reason to believe that, by this arrange- 
ment, the collectors will be saved a great deal of 
trouble and labor hereafter, it is hoped that every 
exertion will be made that the lists now required be 
as perfect as possible.” 

Answer. I have examined the above ‘‘extract,” 
and find it to be a true copy from a circular of the 
first comptroller to collectors, naval officers and sur- 
veyors, dated August 5, 1822—a part of the records 
of the comptroller’s office. Its requirements have 
never been repealed, nor essertially modified. 

The contemplated “register” of bonds was to be 
kept in the auditor’s office, as will appear from the 
annexed copy (marked A) of a paper on file in the 
comptroller’s office, dated 27th October, 1830, sign- 
ed by R. Harrison, late re, 


In the year 1822, it was discovered that some col- 
lectors of the customs had been in the practice of mak- 
ing fulse returns to the treasury, by retaining or con- 
tinuing in their account bonds as oulstunding, which 
had been actually paid; thereby increasing the balance 
of their quarterly accounts in bonds, and diminishing 
in the same proportion that of cash on hand, Witha 
view to the possession of means to check and pre- 
veut such practice thereafter, it was, on a confer- 
ence between the accounting officers and Mr. Se- 
cretary Crawford, (and I think at my suggestion), 
arranged that a regisicr should be Kept in the audi- 





tor’s office, of all bouds then existing, as well as of 
those to be subsequently taken and discharged in 
the several collection districts. 

[In pursuance of this arrangement, the collectors 
were required by a circular ot the comptroller dated 
August 5, 1822, to make out and forward a full and 
complete list of all bonds which should remain un- 
paid in their respective districts on the 30th of 
September following. As these lists came In, they 
were entered in the appropriate registers; and the 
same course has obtained with respect to those 
since periodically received with the quarterly re- 
turns of the collectors. 

This arrangement was deemed the more neces- 
sary, in consequence of the loss of accounts by the 
destruction of the treasury building in the year 
1814; and it is believed to have effected, besides, 
the saving of much money to the United States. 

R. HARRISON. 

Auditor’s office, October 27, 1830. 

Answer contined. The comptroiler’s office had 
been for many years in the practice of receiving 
the public accounts which ought properly, and ac- 
cording to law, to have been sent by the officers 
direct to the auditor. Onthe Ist March, 1830, this 
erroneous practice was corrected by circular in- 
structions from the comptroller’s office, (a copy of 
which is annexed, marked B); and since that time 
the public accounts have been received by the 
auditor. 

B 


[CIRCULAR. ] 
Treasury department, 
Comptroller’s office, March 1, 1830. 

' Srr: It has been the practice, since the com- 
mencement of the government, originating, it is 
presuined, in a treasury regulation, for all officers 
whose accounts were to be settled in this depart- 
ment to render thein to this office. 

The reason of this practice cannot be well ac- 
counted for, because the fifth section of the act of 
241 September, 1789, to establish the treasury de- 
partinent, directs that it shall be the duty of the 
auditor (there being but one auditor at that time) 
“to receive all public accounts, and, after examina- 
tion, to certify the balance, and transmit the ac- 
counts, with the vouchers and certificate, to the 
comptroller, for his decision thereon;” and the 4th 





section of the act of 3d March, 1817, to provide 


+o 











for the prompt settlement of public accounts, di- 
rects ‘that it shall be the duty of the /irst auditor 
to receive all accounts accruing in the treasury de- 
partment, and, alter examination, to pursue the 
same course with that required in the first men- 
tioned act.” 

The practice which thus obtained, being in ope- 
ration at the time I came into office, was acqui- 
esced in, and has been continued ever since; but 
the great accumulation of the business of this office 
induced an investigation to ascertain whether it 
could not be relieved from some part of it; when, 
the laws referred to being brought intu view, it 
was, upon a consultation with the secretary of the 
treasury, concluded to be the correct construction, 
that, according to their requirements, all accounts 
to be reported upon by the first auditor shouid be 
transmitted directly to him. This course you will 
be pleased to adopt in future, commencing with 
your returns for the first quarter of the present 
year; to which an exception is to be made in rela- 
tion to the annual accounts of emoluments and ex- 
penditures of the collectors, naval officers and sur- 
veyors, required by the second section of the com- 

ensation act of 2d March, 1799, the forin of which 
is subjoined to the circular from this department to 
those officers, under date of the 25th August, 1823. 

These accounts are, as heretofore, to be trans- 
mitted to this office, for the object stated in the 
section referred to. 

It is deemed proper, on this occasion, to inform 
you, in order that you may not misdirect your ac- 
counts and returns, that Richard Harrison, esq. is 
the first auditor of the treasury. Respectfully, 

JOS. ANDERSON, comptroller. 

Answer continued. ‘The term ‘this department,” 
as it occurs in the extract froin the circular of Au- 
gus: 5, 1822, is always used by the comptroller in 
reference to the treasury department, generally, of 
which the comptroiler’s office is trequently the me- 
dium of conveying instructions or collecting infor- 
mation. When the comptroller’s office proper is 
meant, the teri used by the comptroller in his 
comiunicativns is ‘this office.” 

The frauds practiced by Mr. Swartwout, in re- 
gard to his cash balances and bonds in bis weekly 
relurns to the secretary of the treasury, furnish no 
apology for the neglect of the examining auditor or 
comptroller; because itis not upon these weekly 
returns that these officers settle the collector’s 
quarterly accounts. In fact, these officers never 
see such returns. This fact is deduced, though in 
somewhat an attenuated form, from the following 
examination of the auditor hiinself: 

Examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 25. It the secretary of the treasury is 
not the accounting officer of the treasury to adjust 
and settle the collectors’ accounts, how did this 
concealment from him, in Mr. Swartwout’s weekly 
cash returns, as described in your last answer, of 
any cash items with which he had debitted himself 
in his quarterly accounts, in any degree enable Mr. 
Swartwout to become a defaulter for such cash 
items? 

Answer. I understand there are weekly returns 
made to the secretary of the amount of cash re- 
ceived by the collector, and of payments made 
by him, exhibiting the balance on hand. Hence, 
it will readily be perceived that, although the col- 
lector may debit himself correctly in his quarterly 
accounts with every thing with which he is chargea- 
ble, yet, if he fails to charge himself in his cash 
account with the whole amount of cash received, 
and to return the true amount in his weekly returns, 
he may stand truly charged, on his quarterly ac- 
counts, with the whole amount for which he is 
liable; but it will not appear as cash on hand in his 
weekly returns. It was in this way, as I under. 
stand, that a very large amount of Swartwout’s de- 
falcation was concealed from the view of the secre- 
tary of the treasury; and this kind of deception 
might be practised to a considerable extent, as long 
as the collector is continued in office, unless it 
could be discovered from a comparison of the other 
returns made to the secretary, or by a comparison 
with the quarterly returns made to the auditor. 

Question 26. In your first answer to my inter- 
rogatory, you say Mr. Swartwout’s own accounts, 
up to March 28, 1838, as rendered to the treasury 
department, required no new debit to include against 
him all moneys for which he was in fact indebted 
to the United States, either as “tonnage duties,” 
‘forfeitures,” “treasury warrants,” ‘office expen- 
ses,’’ or ‘‘cash to be refunded to merchants.” 

In your second answer, you say that, notwith- 
standing his whole indebtedness this made to ap- 
pear in his quarterly accounts, te failed to render 
an account of said items as cash in his weekly re- 
turns to the secretary of the treasury, and thus kept 
their amount out of the view of the secretary as 
cash on hand. 


————, 
Will you now state, if the secretary of tie trea 
sury be not the accounting officer of the treasu; to 
adjust and settle collectors’ quarterly accounts, 
how did any such deception by Swartwout, as you 
have described as made in his weekly cash returns 
to the secretary, enable him to become a defaulter 
for said items with the accounting officers, jnas 
much as the amount of said items appeared in his 
quarterly accounts that were returned to such ac. 
counting officers? 

Answer. The failure to return the true amount 
of money received by the collector to the secret; 
of the treasury, in the weekly returns, does not afer 
the settlement of the quarterly accounts. The quar. 
terly accounts may exhibit the true state of his ac. 
counts up to the end of the quarter, notwithstandiy 
his weekly returns made to the secretary may be False 
And if the weekly returns made were false, and diq 
not contain a true account of the moneys he had 
actually received, he would be in default on his 
quarterly account at the close of the quarter. 

It is, then, in every way established, that to the 
neglect of the accounting officers of the treasur 
department, equally as to Swartwout’s own infideij. 
ty, the loss of the public money, by Swartwout’s 
defalcations, has occurred. 

The foliowing examinations will still further ely. 
cidate this position. 

Mr. Fleming examined by Mr. Wise. 

Question 91. Were not vouchers for all debits 
and credits returned with weekly and quarterly ac. 
counts; and could not Mr. Swartwout’s indebted. 
ness at any time be ascertained on each item of 
‘ forfeitures,” &c., from thei? 

Answer. Vouchers for all debits, and for all 
credits where vouchers were proper, were always 
returned with the quarterly accounts; and Mr. 
Swartwout’s indebtedness at any time upon each 
item of “forfeitures,’? &c., could have beeu ascer- 
tained froin them. 

Mr. Fleming examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 87. If an examination had been made 
at the treasury department of the collectors’ quar- 
terly returns and the accompanying alphabetically 
marked explanatory abstracts and vouchers, would 
it not have been easily determined whether any of 
the cash items credited in such returns constituted 
a component part of the item of *‘cash retuined,”’ or 
a part of the item of suspended or unsettled ac. 
counts; and do or do not the explanatory abstracts 
and vouchers that accompanied each of Mr. Swart- 
wout’s quarterly returns contain full and explicit 
inforination to enable the examining officers at the 
treasury department to determine into what general 


of each quarterly return each particular item of cre- 
dit has been entered? 

Answer. To the entire interrogatory I answer 

es. 
. Question 100. Had the treasury department at 
any time required information relative to the items 
of Mr. Swartwout’s ‘‘unsetiled and suspense ac- 
counts,” as set forth in his quarterly returns, would 
not the manner in which he had accounted for said 
sum of $60,291 42 have appeared distinctly? 

Answer. I think it would. 

Question 75. Could “the large sum of $80,769 
53,” described in your last answer, retained by 
Swartwout in 1836, have become a defaication, if 
the treasury department had not lost sight of it in 
the examination of his accounts, inasmuch as you 
say in your last answer that it was retained ‘with 
the knowledge of the treasury?” 

Answer. It could not. 

But no call for explanation was ever made upon 
Mr. Swartwout by any of the accounting officers. 
The subjoined testimony establishes this fact. 

Mr. Fleming examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 99. Was Mr. Swartwout, at any time 
within your knowledge, required by the treasury 
department to explain or furnish a bill of the items 
upon which, from time to time, he reported his ba- 
lances due the government under the general head 
of *‘amount of unsetiled and suspense accounts?”’ 

Answer. Mr. Swartwout was never, to iny know- 
ledge, since July, 1836, when I became auditor, re- 
quired to explain or furnish any such items. 

Mr. Underwood examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 14. Do you know that any call was at 
any time made, prior to your visit to New York in 
November last, either by or under the direction of 
the auditor of the treasury, or any other treasury. 
officer, for an explanation from Mr. Swartwout of 
the nature of the items embraced under the desig- 
nations of “protests,” ‘“deposites for unascertained 
duties,” “unsettled and suspense accounts?” If yeas 
state when and hy whom such call was made. _ 

Answer. I had heard that Mr. Swartwont retain- 
ed a large sum to meet the payment of duties un- 
der “‘protest;” but I knew nothing of any proceed- 
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a » or “unsettled and suspense accounts,” prior 
r yisit to New York in November last. 
pe Wood, clei k in comptroller’s office, examined 
by Mr. Smith. 
© Question 5. Was any call, within your know- 
edge, ever inade upon Mr. Swartwout, by the first 
pe stroller of the treasury, to explain what items 
vere contained in his suspense account, which has, 
-on time to time, made a part of the aggregate of 
pis quarterly account? If yea, state when such call 
vas made. 
i aauee. I have no recollection of any such call. 
’ Jesse Miller. first auditor, examined by Mr. Smith. 
> Question 31. Was any call, within your kuow- 
Hedge, made upon Mr Swartwout at any time, from 
‘Your department, betore the expiration of his teri 
‘Of office, to explain what items were contained in 
his suspense account as debited to himself uniform- 
Vy in his quarterly account? If yea, when was such 
‘gall made. 
ss gree I know of no such call prior to the time 
‘plluded to, but have understood that there was some 
jnvestigation in relation to these accounts at the 
4ime Swartwout’s last nomination was before the 
senate. Inthe settlement of his quarterly accounts, 
giier giving him credit for such payments, as he 
‘produced vouches for, and the bonds, the balance, 
Tbel.eve, has generaily, if not always, in the state- 
ment and report, been designated as cash on hand. 
- Question 32. Was the letter marked M, and 
dated August 13, 1838, contained in house docu- 
ment 13, p. 105, the only letter sent from your of- 
fice calling upon Mr. Swartwout for a rendition of 
his last quarterly accounts? If nay, please annex a 
topy of all that preceded or succeeded said letter on 
the subject. 
_ Answer. I believe it was. It is the only one 
found on record to him in relation to that account. 
When I stated, in my answer to some other inter- 
fogatory, that he bad been repeatedly called on, I 
had reference to the calls from the comptroller’s of- 
fice as well as my own. 
J. N. Barker, first comptroller, examined by Mr. 
j Sinith. 
— Question 10. Was any call, within your know- 
ledge, made upon Mr. Swartwout, at any time before 
the expiration of his term of office, to explan what 
items were contained in his suspense account, as 
debited to himself, nniformly, in bis quarterly ac- 
count? If yea, state when such call was made. 
| Answer. There was no such call made within my 
knowledge. 

Without even calling upon the collector for ex- 
lanation, the entire defaleation of Swartwout upon 
is bond account might have been detected by due 

diligence in the office of the auditor, had there been 
‘acomparison made of the accounts retained in the 
‘auditor’s office. This appears from the following 
'testiinony: 

Mr. Miller, first auditor, examined by Mr. Smith. 

— Qnuestion 28. Does or does not each of Mr. Swart- 
wout’s quarterly returns of bonds specify the names 
‘of the parties to each bond, its date, its amount, 
‘and when it becomes due; also, the names of the 
parties to each bond that has been paid, its date, 
‘And amount. 

_. Answer. I believe they do; but the abstract of 
bonds returned as paid within the quarters when 
his bond defaleations occurred, could not have 
“contained a description of those bonds on which he 
ad received the money and omitted to return 
‘paid. 

Question 29. By a comparison at the treasury de- 
partment of the collector’s quarterly returns for any 
“Quarter of bonds paid within each quarter, with his 
‘Preceding quarterly return of bonds payable in that 
“Quarter, is not the examining officer enabled to de- 
tect any omission to account for the bonds becom- 
Sng due in such last quarter. 

_ Answer, I answer the above interrogatory in 
the affirmative; and I refer to my letter to the se- 
“tretary of the treasury, (contained in document No. 
b13),and to my answer to interrogatory No.9, put 
‘by Mr. Curtis as explanatory. : 

> Question 30. Has any such comparison as is 
Tefered to in your last answer been made in the of- 
ice of the first auditor, of the bond account of 
“anuel Swartwout, collector, to ascertain if he had 
-*ccounted for bonds previously returned by him as 
falling due, been made in said auditor’s office for 
‘ome years past? If nay, state to what period the 
mission extends back. 

| Answer. The recording of the bonds taken was 
»88 far back as abont the first January, 1833, when 
+, came into office, and are now only brought up to 
the second quarter of 1834; and the bonds paid and 
;Putin suit are not marked off later than the 4th 
/Warter of 1832; consequently, the bond abstracts 
0 the quarters in which the bond defalcations oc- 














































“protesis,”” ‘“deposites for unascertained du- 


Mr. Fleming examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 65. Do or do not the weekly returns 
of Mr. Swartwout’s cash account to the treasury 
department cover and embrace, in the shape of cash, 
ali the elements of his quarterly returns? 

Answer. They do, except the accounts of offi- 
cial emoluments, and certain accounts which may 
be payable under appropriations of congress; these 
are kept distinct, and distinct returns are made of 
theta. 

Question 66. By reference to and comparison 
at the treasury departinent, of the collector’s week- 
ly report of cash received on bonds in any week, with 
the collector’s previous quarterly returns of bonds 
becoming due in such week, is not the examining 
officer enabled at once to detect any deficiency in 
that item of the collector’s weekly cash return? 

Answer. If the quarterly accounts of bonds be- 
coming due were subdivided at the treasury, into 
sums exhibiting each week’s payments, the exa- 
miuing officer would be enabled to detect any deti 
ciency, by comparing such sums with the weekly 
returns. 

Mr. Fleming examined by Mr. Wagener. 

Question 44. Question 4 states, upon the quar- 
terly acconnis rendered by Mr Swartwout, would not 
an examination of them anda striking of the balance, 
have shown the true amount due from Mr. Swart- 
wout at any time; your answer is, it would. 

From the confused state of Mr. Swartwout’s 
accounts, the time of payment of bonds extend- 
ed, and the large number to be examined, could 
hia accounts at the treasury department have been 
examined correctly and satisfactorily until the final 
cluse of his accounts; and until then, could the true 
amount due from Mr. Swartwout have been ascer- 
tained? I wish you particularly to testify to the 
present case. 


Answer. Ifthe bond accounts had been tho- 
roughly and promptly examined in the first audi- 
tor’s office, the deficiency in the bonds payable in 
the first quarter, 1537, must have been discovered 
before Mr. Swartwout’s term of office expired; but 
whether he could have concealed the real facts of 
the case from the department, by a reference to the 
embarrassinent and the contusion in his office aris- 
ing from the non-payment and extension of bonds, 
until the close of his term, I do not know: I rather 
am of opinion that he could not. 

From the preceding testimony, the committee re- 
port the following facts as established: 

Ist. That the first auditor of the treasury has 
been guilty ofculpable disregard of law and neglect 
of duty in examining and certifying the correctness 
of the accounts of the late collector at New York, 
without having compared them thoroughly with the 
vouchers accompanying the sane; and also in trans- 
mittiug said accounts to the first coinptroller certifi- 
ed for revision, while the most important vouchers 
therefor were retained in his own office. 

2d. ‘That no fraud practised by the said collector, 
in his weekly returns of cash to the secretary of the 
treasury, could atfect the just and true settlement 
of the quarterly accounts of said collector at the 
auditor’s office, as said weekly returns form no part 
ofthe basis of the settlement of said quarterly ac- 
counts by the auditor, aud therefore furnish no 
apology for the neglect of the auditor to examine the 
same thoroughly. 

3d. That without the aid of the register of bond 
accounts of coliectors, required by law and treasu- 
ry circular to be kept by the auditor to enable him 
to detect frauds and defalcations, if any exist, the 
said auditor could have thoroughly examined said 
Swartwout’s quarterly account during any quarter 
since said auditor has been in office, inasmuch as 
the original quarterly accounts were retained 
against law in his office, and furnished the same 
means of a cumparison as a register could have fur- 
nished. 


4th. That in the culpable disregard of law and 
neglect of duty as aforesaid, by said auditor, is found 
a primary cause why the immense defalcations of 
said Swartwout in 1837, and subsequently, escap- 
ed early detection, and have resulted in the pro- 
bable loss of a large amount of the public treasure. 


Cause 4. Culpable disregard oflaw and neglect of 
official duty by the late and present first comptrollers 
of the treasury. 

The functions of the first comptroller of the trea- 
sury are prescribed in the act of March 3d, 1817, 
“to provide for the prompt settlement of public ac- 
counts,” as follows: 

«That it shall be the daty of the first comptroller 
to examine all accounts settled by the first and fifth 
auditors, and certify the balances arising thereon lo 
the register; tocountersign all warrants drawn by 
the secretary of the treasury, which shall be war- 
ranted by law; to report to the secretary the official 





“red were not checked off or compared. 








ing the public revenue, and the manner and form 
ol stating the accounts of the several persons em- 
ployed therein: he shail, aiso, superintend the pre- 
servation of the public accounts subject to his revi- 
siou, and provide for the regular payment of all mo- 
neys which may be collected.” * 

By a treasury circular issued by the comptroller 
March 1, 1830, (see journal of committee) ail re- 
turas of accounts of collectors of the customs were 
requingd to be made, in the first instance, to the 
first auditor of the treasury. Previously, they were 
sent direct to the first comptroller, and froin his 
office forwarded to the first auditor. As has been 
seen ina previous division of this report, the law 
imposes upon the first auditor the duty of examin- 
ing these accounts, certilying the balance, and then 
transmitting them, “with the vouchers and certifi- 
cates, to the first comptroller for his decision there- 
on. 

Although the provisions of law and the duty of 
the first comptroller are thus explicit, requiring him 
to examine the accounts of collectors and certify the 
balance thereon, and to do this upon **vouchers”’ re- 
quired by law and treasury regulations to be trans- 
mitted to him by the jirst auditor, the evidence taken 
by the committee shows that, in regard to Mr. 
Swartwout’s accounts of bondstaken and paid, both 
this law has been wholly disregarded, and this duty 
wholly neglected, by the late and the present comp- 
trollers from the year 1832 down to the period of the 
discovery of Mr. Swartwout’s immense detalcations, 
in November, 1838; and that, for this whole period, 
these accounts have not only passed the auditor’s 
office without un exumination of the vouchers requir- 
ed by law, but have also been certified by, and 
tra smitted from the comptrojler to the reyister, 
without his seeing or having a voucher for them. 
During the whole period mentioned, the vouchers 
transmitted by the collector have lain dead, useless 
and untouched in the auditor’s office. It is in the 
‘bond account” that a major part of Mr. Swart- 
wout’s immense defalcation has occurred. The 
following testimony from Mr. Underwood, clerk, 
in the auditor’s office, establishes the main fact: 

Mr. Underwood re-examined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 40. Referring to the act of congress 
passed March 3, 1817, entitled ‘an act to provide 
lor the prompt settlement of public accounts,” sec- 
tion 4, which provides as foliows: 

‘That it shall be the duty of the first auditor to 
receive all accounts accruing in the treasury de- 
partinent, and, after examination, to certify the 
balance, and transmit the amounts, with the vouch- 
ers and Certificates, to the comptroller, for his de- 
cision thereon.” 

Please to state whether, in pursuance of said law, 
Mr. Swartwout’s quarterly accounts of bonds taken 
and paid have been transmitted from the first audi- 
tor of the treasury to the comptroller of the trea- 
sury, with the first auditor’s certificate theron, at 
any time or for any period between the fourth 
quarter of 1832 and the present time? And if yea, 
when, and to what extent has it been done? 

Answer. They have not, but still remain in the 
first auditor’s office. 

It was the obvious duty of the comptroller, on 
receiving accounts from the auditor’s office unac- 
companied by legal vouchers, to return them to 
the auditor, and withhold his certificate until the 
accounts had been properly examined there, and 
proper vouchers transmitted with them. Had this 
been done by either the present comptroller, who 
succeeded to the office March 5, 1838, and had the 
adjustment of Mr. Swartwout’s accounts for the 
third and fourth quarters of 1837, as well as his last 
account, been made; or had the same been done by 
hit predecessor, George Wolf, esqg., now collector of 
the customs at Philadelphia, who held the office 
from the summer of 1836 until Mr. Barker suc- 
ceeded to it, Mr. Swartwout’s defalcation could not 
have occurred. The absence of the vouchers 
could at once have been explained, and its fatal 
cause reinedied. 

But itis to be remarked, so inefficiently have 
the duties of the first comptroller’s office been ad- 
ministered of late years, that no meansin the shape 
of independent accounts or record transcripts have 
been kept in it, by which any test could be applied 
to the revenue returns of custom house officers, or 
to detect any fraud or unintentional errors in either 
the returns themselves or the setilement made of 
them in the auditor’s office, if computation in the 
figures be excepted. The office, as administered, 
has been only in contemplation of law, and not in 
the execution of it, any check whatever upon either 
the first auditor or collectors. In a word, the certi- 
ficate of the comptroller bas been a fancy afiair 
throughont, for years, though applied to transac- 
tions in which annually millions of dollars may be 





saved or lost to the treasury, according as it is effi- 


forms to be issued in the different offices for collect-} ciently or inefficiently applied. The examination 
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and testimony of the present comptroller will eluci- 
date aud esladiish tue representation vere made. 

Qussuon 4, rlas any register, or book of record, 
of tue buad account uf collectors, been kept at any 
thie in the Comptroiler’s office, showing lie auouut 
of each revenue Bond taken by each collecior, as 
reported in bis Quarterly seturns of bunds, aud 
showiig aiso the dale of each boud, the names ot 
the priucipals in each, and when each was payable 
aud eaca was paid? If yea, stale to what petiod 
Sucil register ur ovok of record has been completed, 
in reference to bonds taken, as aforesaid, by the 
collecior of the port ot New York. 

Answer. No such register, or book of record, ot 
the boud accouat of cuilecturs, as is referred to iu 
this tuterrogatory, is now kept in the coiuptroiler’s 
Oilice; vor avo Lt KuoW thal sucu register, or DooK of 
record, vas at any Wine beea Kept in that office. 

Question 5. Without such book or register as is 
contemplated by tue last interrogatory and your 
Jast auswer, how is it practicable tor your oifice to 
detect auy deficit or detaleation which might occur 
in cullecluc’s accounts for any quarter, ot Douds re- 
ported tn a previous quarterly return as falling due 
in suci) subsequeut quarter? 

Auswer. Such book or register is understood to 
be kept im the office of the first auditor, to who. 
the qiarterly accounts of collectors are rendered; 
and uowever useful such additioval check might 
be, if Kept ia the cowptroller’s oilice, it has not, 
hereiviore beeu deemed necessary. The comptroi- 
ler’s duty 13 lo revise the accounts as reported by 
the first auditor, and, finding them accurately stated, 
to certify the balance to the register. 

Question 6. if the comptroller has no record or 
register by which he can cneck tne accuracy oi 
colleciors’ quarterly returns of bonds taken aud 
paid, what record has said officer by which to 
check any errors or neglect of duty (oiner than re- 
late to the mere addition of figures) waich the au- 
dilor of the treasury may commit in relation to col- 
lectors’ accounts? Ls the revision of collectors® 
accyunts 1a the comptroltler’s office confined wholly 
to sucu data as are furnished by the first auditor 
for tue guide of the comptrolier? 

Auswer. The cowptrolleris not enjoined by law 
or treasury regulauon to Keep auy record such as 
i9 Mentioned ia this interrogatory. ‘Lhe revision 
of the collectors’ accounts in the coinptrolier’s 
Olfice is limited to the dita as furnished by the first 
auditor, with such reference to the laws or treasury 
autiurily, for the allowance of credit given to the 
collec:or, or charges against the United States, as 
may become necessary jn the progress of the ex- 
atliation, 

Question 7. Do you mean to be understood by 
the tersns of your iast answer, that if there are any 
errors or deficits in the details or ite.ns of the col- 
lectors’s quarterly accounts, or omissions of the 
collector to charge uiimsell with as much ca3t re- 
Ceipls as he should, and such a fact escapes detec- 
tion in the auditor’s office, the comptrolier’s office 
hoids no check upon such accouats, independent 
ef tne auditor’s oifice, by which to detect such er- 
rors, deficits or Owlssions? 

Answer. Althoush errors of computation, in 


details or iteins, of the collectors’ quarterly ac- | 


counts, may be corrected by the compirolier, he 
possesses ao means of detecting any ointssion of 
the coliector to charge himself with as much cash 
receipts as he should, or with any other ites. 

Question 9, In your 6tu answer you say, ‘the 
comptroier ws not eajoined by law or treasury regu- 
lation to keep any record such as is mentioned in’’ ne 
Gth interrozatory to you, or a record by which the 
first comptroller can **check any errors or neglect 
of duty (otuer than relate to the mere addition of 
figures) which the auditor of the treasury inay 
Cowinit in relation to collectors’ accounts.”’ 

By the 8th section of the act of March 3,1817, of 
the laws of the United States, it is provided as fol- 
lows: 

*Puat it shall be the duty of the first comptrol- 
ler to examine all accounts settled by the first and 
fifth auditors and certify the balances arising there- 
on to the register; to countersign all warrants 
drawn by the secretary of the treasury which shali 
be warranted by law; to report to the secretary the 
Official forms to be issued in the diiferent offices 
for collecting the public revenue, and the manner 
and form of stating the accounts of several persons 
employed therein; he shall also superintend the 
preservation of the public accounts subject to his 
revision, and provide tor the regular payment of all 
moneys which may be collected.” 

Will you refer to the above quoted provision of 
law, aud say whether it does net enjoin upon the 
comptroller the duty and power as fully to keep in 
his own office all useful and necessary forms of 
staiing and keeping accounts, and records, and 
checks upon other accquating officers whose dvings 
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are subjected to the revision of his office, a3 it does 
lo requlie all useful and necessary foris, tecords 
and cuecks “in diderent offices tor collecting the 
public revenue?” And if yea, was it or not compe- 
tent and within his authority to have instituted, and 
to keep in his office, such a record and check as is 
mentioned in the 6th interrozatory above? 

Answer. ‘Ine law quoted in the last interrozato- 
ly does not, in my Opinion, enjoin upon the co.np- 
troiler the duty of Keeping a record to check other 
accounting vificers, of the description given in the 
luterrozatory. But a3 the duty ot the co.nptrolier, 
under the taw, is clearly to make a due and tio- 
rough exainination of all accounts settled by the 
first and fittn auditors, before he certifies the ba- 
lances arising thereon to the register, he would be 
bound by a sense of duty to keep such record if he 
thought it essential. No treasury regulation by tue 
secretary or cownptroller has heretofore directed the 
keeping of such records or checks in the comptrol- 


might be there kept, under existing laws, and by the 
authority of the co.nptroller. 

But it has not been only in regard to Mr. Swart- 
woul’s accounts passing through the office of the 
first comptroiler, that asignal disregard ot law and 
neglect of duty have characterized the administra: 
tio. of that office; but, with seeming fatality, like 
disregard of law and neglect of every duty imposed 
by law upon that office with which Mr. Swartwout 
was required to come in cuntact, appears to have 
pervaded the first co.optroller’s departinent, 

By the act of May 15, 1820, section 1, it is pro- 
vided that the commissions of all offieers einployed 
in levying or collecting the public revenue shall be 
inade out, and recorded in the treasury department, 
&e. 

By the act of March 2, 1799, section 1, it is pro- 
vided that each collector shall, within three inonths 
alter he enters upon the execution of his office, give 
bond, with one or more sureties, fo be approved by 
the counptrolier of the treasury of the United States, 
and payable to the United States, with condition 


his office according to law. 

By the act of May 15, 1820, section 3, the presi- 
dent inay, tron ti:ae to time, as in his opinion the 
interests of the United States may require, reznlate 
and increase the su.ns for which the bonds req:.ired 
or which may be required by the laws of the Unit- 
ed States, to be given by the collector, naval o:ti- 
cer, &c. of customs, &c. 

It appears, in proof, that a record thus required 
by law has constituted a part of the internal organi- 
zation of the first comptroller’s office. Its import- 
ance would be obvious, independent of the posi- 
live requisition of law. It appears, also, in proof, 
that a blank bond for Mr. Swartwout’s execution, 
with sureties, as required by law, to indemuify the 
government against his unfaithful discharge of du- 
ties, was transmitted to him, with a notice of his 
reappointinent to office, on the 3dof May, 1334, by 
the first comptroller, But itis in proot that with 
that act all further attention in relation to Mr. 
Swartwont’s bond, and to the record of it required 
by law, ceased, on the part of the comptroller, until 
an accideat, in 1337, which owed its existence toa 
like nezlect of law and duty by the comptroller in 
relation to another collector, betrayed the fact that 
Mr. Swartwout was, and had been froin his reap- 
pointment, in office without having furnished any 


| bond. 


[n house document, No. 69, being a report of the 
first comptroller to the secretary of the treasury, 
and trans.nitted to the house, in reply to a sp-cial 
call upon the secretary, the cumptrolier says: “I 
learn, from the gentlemen now having charge of this 
branch of the duties of this office, (to which he was 
assigned on the resignation of the clerk having had 
this desk in the year 1835), that the neglect of Mr. 
Swartwout to render this bond was accidentully dis- 
covered by hi:n in January, 1837, in complying with 
your instractions of the 16th October, 1335, in 
which it is made the daty of the comptroller to ad- 
vise the sureties on the bonds of collectors who ne. 
ylect to render their quarterly accounts in due 
time.”” 

George Wood, a clerk in the treasury department, 
was sworn as a witness. 

xzamined by Mr. Smith. 

Question 1. What office do yon hold in the trea- 
sury department; and how long have you been in 
said office? 

Answer. [ am a clerk of the comptroller’s office; 
and my duties consist of correspondence with the 
officers of the customs relating to their accounts 
and bonds, &c. I was appointed in the office in 
1333, and took charge of the duties now assigned 
ine in the year 1835. 

Question 3. Did you find on record in your office 





any statement or memorandum indicating that Mr. 


| Swartwout’s bond had ever been forwarded to bing 


gent; but that it was daly sent is shown by the hy 


lev’s office, although, in my opinion, such record ' 


ior the true and faithful discharge of the duties of 


‘bond is readily seen; but in the case of Samuel 





$$, z 
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a 













| @ si 3a jesiiol 
| for execution? ns oe! 

Answer. I did not at the time look in the recor; i are tor 
of correspondence to see if such a bond had bee wer 


writing in the bond. woich w ? and. 
ig in the bond, waich was writtea by wy pre. 


decessor in this clerkship. This could be show, , 
a reference to the records. y 

Since writing the above, I find, by a reference 
the record:, that a letter was addressed to Mp 
Swartwout on the 3 May, 1334, notifying him gf 
his appointinent, and sending to him a blank bond 


; ford, Silas 
jam Bir 
sureties. 
Queshol 
xecullOly 
veel, of M 
for nis sec 


andvath, which he was instructed to transmit, whey mets 
taken and executed, to the office, with the cenig, ws the d 
cate of the district attorney touvhing the sufficiengy ad that h 
of his sureties, for the approbation of the comptio). FE then 
ler. 4 upon his d 
Question 4. Have yon, or not, in the comptrj. J The sec 
ler’s office, a record-book to show what bonds hays JE Livingstol 
been sent in blank to collectors for execution; why J Birdsall. 
bonds have been properly executed; and other par. Fperson to. 
ticulars, to enable the office to check any nevleg JE rewalned | 


: apers, wt 


that nay occurin a collector to transunit his officia| ; 
he closin; 


bond? If yea, please describe the character of the 
entries in such record, and whether any entry what. & executed 

ever was made therein respecting Mr. Swartwout’, far as | ca 
bond, until after your discovery of his remaining ig F soon aiter 


























office without bond, in 1837. > Questo 
Answer. There is, in the office of the comp. fF # roia the tr 
troiler, a book which has this caption: “Record of “York to b 
Official bonds received fro: the following officers;” F Answe 
which is ruled and headed as follows: Washingt 
adie Questo 

ss ak | Rp, F from Was 

Name.|Office.| District. Pore|P a be m8 attr ') Answer 
i *Swartwou 

All co amissions to collectors pass through the B Questio 
comptroller’s office. On the reception of a com. & tiou and d 
mission froin the office of the secretary of the trea. BB  Auswet 
sury, a letter is addressed to the person appointed, — cause I d 
notifying him of his appointinent, enclosing to him JP wards ex 


© Swartwou 
_ debted to 
‘those get 


a blank bond and oath of office; and an entry is then 
made in this record: and wien the bond is reerived, 
the date of its receipt is entered. If no bond is re. 


ceived, within the time preseribed bv law, be is B to pay “p 
written to, informing him that his bond was not \Mr. Swa 
received, and requesting its iinmediate transinission; who beca 


ior the be 
‘months ¢ 


aud the | 
: Questi 


if not received in a reasonable time thereafter, the 
secretary of the treasury is advised of the fact. On 
looking over this record, any failure to forward a 


Swartwont, no entry of his appointment or of the Swartwo 
receipt of his bond was made by my predecessor. peeclined 

Question 2. In reference to what particular tes: 
Answe 


bond in January, 1337, did the compliance with 
the instructions of the secretary of the treasury, f ‘€ the g 
dated the 16th of October, 1835, accidentally \ead dollars. ' 
to the discovery that Mr. Swartwout had neglected, Questi 
from the time of his appointment, in 1334. until ask gent 
1837, to render the bond required of him by law to have met 


be rendered, for the faithful discharge of his duties Answe 
as collector? Please explain the circumstances of declined 
the ciscovery in detail. mie py 

Answer. On the 4th of January, 1837, the audi B trict by 
tor addressed to the comptroller a letter, reporting No pa 
that the accounts of the customs had not been re Be or ojfere, 
ceived at his office fur the third quarter of the yeat come to | 


1336, froin the following collectors, viz: Duncan 
McDonald, collector at Edenton; Levi Fagin, col: 
lector at Plymouth; William H. Hunter, collector 
at Sandusky; and Jolin Sinith, surveyor at St. Louis. 


! ideed, it | 
Padinits o 
© that whe 
: Ceived, q 


This letter was referred to me, to notify the sure- for:ner ¢ 
ties of said collectors of their neglect of duty, 10 it, beyou 
compliance with the instructions of the secretary. B geeure te 
On referring to the files for the bonds, [ could nol BF not aise 
fi id the bond of Williain H. Hunter. This was th? Bi clined to 
first case which had ever occurred to me of a bond BF of the 4 
mislaid or lost. [ was thereupon induced to eX Be wonid pt 


amine the files for the bonds of all the collectors in & pable es 


office; when Mr. Swartwout’s neglect to rend r bis Be been eo, 


bond was discovered. I immediately reported the BP bean dis 
fact to Mr. Laub, the chief clerk; and, at his 92° BR ties wey, 
gestion, draughted the letter addressed to him by ° By had pee, 
vernor Wolf, dated the 9th of January, 1837. The Be a comp, 
next day (after the letter was sent) Mr. Swartwoul Be wouie p, 
came to Washington, and saw Mr. Laub, in ™Y §& fajlijoo 
presence. He expressed his surprise that the bond ) tion, ‘ H 
had not been sent, and said he would, on his retour’: B that the 
send his bond; which was received on the 234° B have be 
January, 1837. > bond by 
The circumstances under which Mr. Swartwou! Bag tne W 
availed himself of this neglect of the comptrolles B nity ara 
are detailed in the foilowing testimony: lector t 
Henry Ogden was sworn as a witness, trol nea 
Examined by Mr. Curtis. F &overnn 
Question 1. Were you cashier of the custom 3 testiinor 
house of New York during the whole term of M:. f Blous th 
Swartwout? . 
Answer. I was, during the whole term of bis Quest 
office? ast bon 
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~ Question 2. Who were the sureties of Mr. 
vartwoul during the first term? I mean during 

‘ first tour years he held the office of collector. 
the Ayer, Cadwallader D. Coldea, Henry Eck. 
Sod, Silas E. Burrows, M. M. Quackenbos, Ben- 


dsail, and Charlies L. Livingston, were the 





jamin Bar 


sureties. . 
Question 3. State all you know concerning the 
sxeculion, approval and delivery of the official 


nouds of Mr. >wartwout, both for his first, and, also, 
or nis second teri of office. 
Answer. The first bond was not considered as 
ood and sufficient security by John Duer, esq., 
then the district attorney, until Mr. Burrows certi- 
fied that he was worth fifty thousand dollars. It 
was thes approved, and Mr. Swartwout entered 
4 upon his duties. 
> “The second bond was executed by Charles L. 
ivingston, M, Quackenbos aud Benjamin 
‘Birdsall. It had five or six seals to it, but no other 
Jperson to iny knowledge executed it. This bond 
yewained ina trunk which contained all valuable 
papers, which was daily deposited in the bank after 
he closing of the office. The bond remained un- 
executed until towards the close of 1336, and, as 
far as | can recollect, L handed it to Mr. Swartwout 
svon alter or the commencement of 1837. 
> Question 4. Was the last-meuatioued bond sent 
“fro.a the treasury department at Washington to New 
ork to be executed, or was it prepared at N. York? 
' Answer. The last bond was transmitted from 
Washington to New York to be executed. ° 
Question 5. When was this bond transmitted 
from Washington for execution? 
| Answer. Soon alter the reappointment of Mr. 
~Swartwout. 
Question 6. State, if you know, why its execu- 
‘tion and delivery was delayed so long? 
- Answer. The bond remained unexecuted be- 
cause [ declined asking the gentlemen who after- 
Swards executed it tu become security for Mr. 
“Swartwout. Believing Mr. Swartwout to be in- 
debted to the government, | refused to apply to 
“those gentlemen, but urged upon Mr, Swartwout 








‘to pay up his deficiency by a sale of his property. 
Mr. Swartwout himself spoke to the gentlemen 
“who became bis securities, and they applied to me 
sor the bond to execute. An elapse of six to nine 
‘months occurred between the signing of the first 
and the last person on the bond. 

Question 7. How much did you consider Mr. 
Swartwout indebted tu the government when you 
‘deciined tu ask gentlemen to sign the bond as sure- 
tes? 

Answer. I considered Mr. Swartwout indebted 
to the governinent from thirty to fifty thousand 
dollars. 

Question 8. When was it that you declined to 
ask gentlemen to sign the bond for the reason you 
shave mentioned? 

Answer. It was 1834, andafter that year, that I 
‘declined asking the gentlemen. I held the bond 
about three years before | handed it to Mr. Swart- 
Wout to deliver to Mr. Price, the United States dis- 
trict attorney. It was then executed. 

— No palliation of such negligence has been seen 
_ oF olfered in any circumstance or proof that has 
come to the knowledge of the committee; and, in- 
deed, it seems to be a case which, froin its nature, 
 2dinits of no paliiation. It is, moreover, obvious 
that whea Mr. Swartwont’s bond was finally re- 
 Ceived, no Comparison of it was instituted with his 
Ff for-ner one, or other information sought respecting 
it, beyond the certificate of the district attorney, to 
' Secure to it the approval of the comptroller. 


and responsibility to the three who were their co- 
securities on his first bond; if not, what was the 
probable difference? ? 

Answer. The sureties in the last bond, in point 
of wealth and responsibility, bore no comparison to 
the first. ‘The only person of actual wealth on the 
last bond was Mr. Quackenbos, who was estimated, 
[ believe, worth fiom fifty to seventy-five thousand 
dollars. Mr. Birdsall [ never considered worth 
over $10,000; and Mr. Livingston bas nothing. 
Those on the other bond were much more wealthy. 
Mr. Eckford died worth nearly half a million of 
doilars. Mr. Burrows qualified upon signing the 
bond that he was worth $50,000. Mr Coiden when 
he died left but little, though at the time he exe- 
cuted the bond he was estimated at over $50,000. 

There is yet another feature of extraordinary dis- 
regard of the requirements of law and neglect of 
duty of still later date on the part of the comptroller 
towards Mr. Swartwout’s accounts. 

By the act of Junuary 31, 1323, sec. 3, it is re- 
quired that every officer or agent of the United 
States who shall receive public money, which he 
is not authorised to retain as salary, pay or emoln- 
ment, shall render his accounts quarter-yearly to! 
the proper accounting officers of the treasury, with | 
vouchers necessary to the correct and prompt settlement 
thereof, within three months at least after the expira- 
tion of euch successive quarter, if resident within the 
United States. 

By the act of March 2, 1799, sec. 21, every col- 
lector, naval officer, &c., who shall refuse to render 
his accounts for settlement for the term of three 
months aiter they have been required by the pro- 
per officer, is subject to fine, &c. 

By act of March 3, 1795, sec. 3, it is provided 
that if any collector of the revenue, &c., who shall 
have received the public money before it has been 
paid into the treasury, shall fail to render his ac- 
count or pay over the same in the manner or within 
the time required by law, it shall be the duty of the 
first comptroller to cause to be stated the account of 


Answer. He did. 

Question 20. Were you not aware that Mr. Swart- 
wout was liable to refund money to merchants, in 
some instances, when the same had been received 
under protest; and when he explained the reason 
why he retained the $201,000, did you not suppose 
that that sum was all he bad upon which the go- 
vernment had any claim; and had you any reason 
then to believe that he would not pay over to the 
treasury so much thereof as should remain, alier re- 
paying to the merchants the amount of their legal 
claims upon him? 

Answer. [ was aware that Mr. Swartwout might 
be liable to refund money to merchants, for duties 
paid on protest. I had not, at that time, any means 
of forming an opinion as to bis Intention or ability 
to pay over to the treasurer so much of the $201,000 
referred to, as should remain after repaying to the 
merchauts the amount of their legal. claiins upon 
him. 

At the time the correspondence took place be- 
tween the departinent and Mr. Swartwout, his ac- 
counts not being finally adjusted, | had no means of 
knowing or forming an opinion as to the suin which 
night eventually be due irom him to the govern- 
ment. ‘ 

The manner in which the fact stated in the above 
testimony came tothe knowl:-dge of the comptrol- 
ler, in April, appears from the following corres- 
pondence: 

Treasury department, April 16, 1838. 

Str: You will perceive, by the enclosed copy of 
a letter addressed to the department by Samuel 
Swartwout, esq. late collector of the districtof New 
York, under date of the 13th instant, that he has 
in his hands a balance of public money amounting 
to $201,096 40, which he holds uutil his accounts 
shall have been adjusted. 

I will thank you, therefore, to take all proper 
steps to have his accounts adjusted and settled at as 
early a period as may be practicable, and to have 
the balance not in dispute, or to cover what is in 





such collector, §c., exhibiting truly the amount due 
to the United States. and certily the saine to the | 
agent [solicitor] of the treasury, who shall issue a 
warrant of distress against such delinquent officer 
and his sureties, &c. 

It appears by the certificate of the comptroller 
(in coininittee journal) that the third quarter of Mr. 
Swartwout’s account for 1837 was settled at the 
comptroller’s office on the 8th of May, 1838, anda 
balance found due froin him of $10,207,224 10, as 
follows: 

Bonds not due 

Bonds in suit 

Deposite bonds 

Cash, including sundry items not to 
his credit 


$7,246.207 91 
2,196,364 62 
45,851 78 


738,799 84 





$10,227,224 10 

It appears that his fourth quarter for 1337 was ad- 

justed at the treasury on the 21st June, 1838, and 

a balance found due the government of $9,678,984 
56, as follows: 


Bonds not due $6,777,101 55 
Deposite bonds 23 864 12 
Bonds in suit 2,231,220 55 


Cash on hand, including sundry items 


not yet to his credit 616,698 34 





$9,573,934 56 
In the examination of Mr. Barker, (the comptrol- 
ler), by Mr. Smith, he says, in reply to— 





Question 12. At what date did the time allowed 


[It is, by law for Mr. Swartwout to render his accounts to 


hot difficult to suppose that the department felt in- | the first auditor, for his quarter ending March 28, 
~ Clined to compromise with an apparent insufficiency ; 1838, expire? 


of the bond, rather than to excite an inquiry that 
Would probably fead to an exposure of its owa cul- 
z poe negligence in regard toit. Had it, however, 
© been coupared with the former bond, it must have 
een discovered that, while on the former siz sure- 

; ties were given, on the latter only Aalf that number 
| bad been furnished. One would suppose that such 
_ * Comparison, in the exercise of due diligence, 
_ Would have been instituted; aad, if instituted, sucha 
falling oif of sureties would have called for explana- 
) tion. Had explanation been sought, it is apparent 
> that the three sureties actually furnished would not 
have been found entitled to the approval of the 
ond Sy the co:nptroller, as the bond was to serve 

- 48 the whole reiianee of the government for indein- 
| DY against a faithless discharge of duty by a-col- 
 “eclor t rough whose hands and inder ‘whose con- 
: trol nearly two-thirds of the whole revenue of the 
| &vernment must pass. The following additional 
testiinony from Mr. Ogden warrants the conclu- 


Bye tials 


» S0us thus drawn: 


Examined by Mr. Wise. 
Question 40. Were the three securities to the 
&st bond of Mr. Swartwout equal in point of wealth 


- Answer. 


The accounts were due on the Ist 
July, according to law. [am informed, in the first 
auditor’s office, that the collector of the port of New 
York has, by a former secretary of the treasury, 
been allowed one or two weeks in addition, within 
which to render his accounts. 

And, in examination by Mr. Foster, he says, in 
reply to— ; 

Question 18. Did you, at any time previons to 
November last, inforin the secretary of the treasury 
that Mr. Swartwout was a defaulter; or did you 
know or suspect that he was a defanlter, or that his 
accounts were fradalently made out, until about the 
ist of Noveinber last? 

Answer. I knew, in April, 1833, that Mr. Swart- 
wont held in his hands the suin of about $201,900, 
which he refused or neglected to pay. In no other 
particular was I acquainted with any default of Mr. 
Swartwout, until about the Ist of November last. 

Question 19. D.d not Mr. Swartwont claim that 
he was entitled to retain the $201,000 mentioned 





in your last answer, in order to enable him to pay 
the claims which he alleges the merchants had 
| against him as collector? 


dispute, soon as ascertained and paid over. [ am, 

&e. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of ihe treasury. 

| James N. Barker, comptroller of the treasury. 

The letter from Mr. Swartwout to Mr. Woodbury 
(enclosed in the above letter) is a3 follows: 

Cuslom house, New York, April 13, 1838. 

Sir: Herewith you will receive the return of mo- 
neys received and paid at this office, for the last 
three days of ny official term. 

By it you will observe there is a balance due the 
United States of $201,096 40. This sum I hold in 
deposite in bank to my order, subject to the settle- 
ment of my account, and the decision of sundry 
suits at law brought against me to recover duties 
wrongfully exacted, (as is alleged), and which are 
now pending iu the courts. 

On the adjustment of my accounts, the amount 
due to the government will be immediately paid. 

I have the honor, &c. 

SAMUEL SWARTWOUT, laie coll’r. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 

The steps taken by Mr. Barker, on the receipt of 


ithe preceding letters, appears froim the following 
letter: 





Treasury department, 
Comptroller’s office, April 17, 1838. 
Srr: I have the honor to enclose a copy of a let- 
ter received this day from the honorable secretary 
of the treasury, requesting an early settlement of 
the accounts of the late collector at New York. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. N. BARKER, comptroller. 
Hon. Jesse Miller, first auditor of the treasury. 


To Mr. Swartwout the comptroller wrote as fol- 
lows: 

Treasury department, 
Comptroller’s office, April 17, 1838. 

Srr: In order to a compliance, on the part of the 
treasury, with a request contained in your letter of 
the 13th instant, for an early settlement of your ac- 
counts, you will please to transmit to the first audi- 
tor your accounts up to the date of the transfer of 
your books to your successor. 

The accounts of the third quarter are In progress 
of revision in this office, and those of the fourth 
quarter, 1837, are now in hand in the office of the 
auditor. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. N. BARKER, comptroller. 

Sainuel Swartwout, esq. late collector, New York. 

Another letter was received by the comptroiler, 
as follows: 

Treasury department, April 18, 1838. 

Srr: Accompanying my letter of yesterday, urg- 
ing an early adjustment of the accounts of Samuel 
Swartwout, esq. late collector of New York, I 
iransmitted a copy of a letter from him, stating his 
reasons for retaining in his hands the large balance 
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of public moneys mentioned. One reason he de- 
clared to be, with the view to await ‘the decision 
of sundry suits at law brought against me (him) te 
recover duties wrongfully exacted, as is alleged, 
and which are now pending in the courts.” 

To expedite matters in this case, 1 will thank you 
to call upon the solicitor of the treasury, to ob 
tain from the district attorney in New York a list 
of the suits now pending against Mr. Swartwout, 
as late collector, together with the amount of mo- 
ney involved in each, and the probable termination 
ofthein. I am, &c. L. WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

James N. Barker, esq. comptroller of the treasury. 

On the same day the comptroller forwarded the 
last preceding letter to the solicitor, endorsed as 
follows: Lees 

Respectfully referred to the solicitor of the trea- 
sury, who will be pleased, after addressing the at- 
torney on the subject, to return this, and advise this 
office of the result of the inquiry. 

. N. BARKER. 

Comptroller's office, April 18. ' 

On the 23d of April, the comptroller was written 
the following additional letter by the secretary: 

Treasury department, April 23, 1838. 

Sir: I herewith refer to you a letter, and enclo- 
sures, just received from Samuel Swartwout, esq. 
late collector of the district of New York, and should 
be pleased to have a report upon the subject to 
which it alludes, so soon as you hear from the Unit- 
ed Siates district attorney. 

I would suggest that, as the collector is refund- 
ing duties imposed on certain articles of merchan- 
dise, which were paid under hore of the parties 
at the time, it consequently becomes proper that 
Mr. Swartwout should furnish Mr. Hoyt with mo- 
ney, out of the funds now in his hands, to meet 
payments in this class of cases, and should be so in- 
structed. I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

James N. Barker, esq. comptroller, Washiugton. 

The letter thus enclosed by the secretary from 
Mr. Swartwout was as follows: 

New York, April 21, 1838. 

Srr: I have the honor to state, in reply to your 
letter of the 16th instant, that, although the balance 
in wy hands appears to be very large, it will not be 
more than sufficient for the settlement of the out- 
standing claims upon me. I enclose a letter re- 
ceived yesterday fiom the district attorney, showing 
my individual liability for the judgments obtained 
against ie. I received notice from Mr. Lord yes- 
terday that he would issue execution against my 
furniture, unless I paid the amount of the several 


judgments forthwith. I paid, of course. The next 


court will pass upon twice as large an amount. 

The notices of protest served upon ine for duties 
paid and passed to the credit of the treasury, are 
estimated at between $200,000 and $300,000, and 
the circuit court decided that the collector, being 
alone liable, ought not to pay the duties into the 
treasury. In addition to these immense liabilites, 
the settiement of damages, when the parties have 
paid full duties on damaged goods, which cannot 
be adjusted by the present collector, must take a 
large sum, and cannot all be brought in under three 
months. I hope, therefore, that you will not con. 
sider the present balance in my hands at all unrea- 
sonable. Iam, &c. 

SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec treasury, Washington. 

Upon the receipt of the foreguing, the comptrol- 
ler adiiressed Mr. Swartwoutas follows: 

‘reasury department, 
Comptroller’s office, April 24, 1838. 

Sir: The secretary of the treasury has referred 
to me your letter of the 21st instant, explanatory 
of the large balance of public moneys retained in 
your hands. 

Your successor having been instructed to refund 
duties on certain articles of merchandise imposed, 
and paid by the importers under protest at the time, 
it is necessary that you should furnish him with 
funds to meet the payments in this class of cases. 

This direction is given at the instance of the se- 
cretary of the treasury. I am, very respectiully, 
your most obedient servant, 

J. N. BARKER, compiroller. 

Samuel Swartwout, esq. late collector, New York 

In reply to the comptroller’s endorsement to the 
solicitor of the secretary’s letter of the 18th of April, 
given in the preceding, the solicitor wrote to the 
comptroller as follows: 

Office of the solicitor of the treasury, April 27, 1838. 

Sir: [ have had the honor to receive the letter of 
the secretary of the treasury to you, dated the 18th 
instant, and referred by you to this office. 

1 transmitted a copy of it to the attorney of the 
United States for the southern district of New 





, York, and have received a reply, dated 25th instant, 


of which I send a copy-herewih. 

On receiving the further report to which Mr. 
Price refers, itshall becominunicated to you. Ver 
respectiully, yours, &e. H. D. GiLPIN, 

Solicitor of the treasury. 

To J. N. Barker, esq. comptroller of the treasury. 

The letter thus enclosed by the solicitor is as fol- 
lows: 

United States district attorney’s office, 
New York, April 25, 1833. 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 19th instant, enclosing a copy 
of a letter addressed by the secretary ofthe tre«sury 
to Jaines N. Barker, esq. comptroller, and by the 
latter gentleman communicated to your office, call- 
ing for a stateinent of suits now pending in this dis- 
trict against Samuel Swartwout, esq. late coilector 
of the port of New York, to recover duties levied 
by him, which are alleged to have been wrongfully 
exacted, together ‘“‘with the amount of money in 
each case, and the probable termination of then.” 

By reference to my register, I find that there are 
at present but two suits pending, undecided. One 
brought by Robert Deidericks, to recover the value 
of a package of yoods sent to the public store for 
exainination, aud there lost or mislaid. In this 
case the damages are laid at $2,000, though the 
recovery will not probably exceed half that sum. 
The plaintiff will certainly prevail. 

In the other suit, Lee, Savage & Co. are plain- 
tiffs, who claim to recover $158 80, being an ex- 
cess of duties charged at 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
on a case of silk gloves, which they contend are 
free of duty. 

At the term of the United States circuit court 
commencing on the first Monday of the present 
mouth, four judgments were recovered against Mr. 
Swartwout: three by John Charters, Alexander 
Charters, and Samuel M. Charters, and one by 
Aaron Thomson, John H. Austen, and Thomas 
Cochran; in the aggregate amounting to $5,561 63, 
yet unsatisfied; being for an excess of duties 
charged on certain linens, which were reported by 
the appraisers as having been died or colored, but 
were, on the trials, proved to have been known in 
commerce as unbleached linens. 

I have in my possession 115 protests served on 
the late collector by various merchants in this city, 
against the payment of duties, giving him notice 
that they intend to commence suits to recover back 
the amount of duties thus paid. Not having suffi- 


cient data, I am unable to ascertain the a:mount of 


duties involved in those protests; nor can [ antici- 
pate with certainty what will be the result of suits 
that may be brought, of which the importers have 
given nolice. 

The protests to which I have referred present a 
great variety of questions, all relating to excess of 
duties; many claiming as high a return as 50 per 
cent; others a return of but small per centage; and 
others, again, a reduction of duties in various 
amounts. On an examination of the invoices and 
appraisements at the custom house, in reference to 
the questions presented by the protests, the arnount 
of each claim can be readily ascertained. I will 
apply to the present collector for such statement, 
and transiwnit it to you upon my receipt thereof. It 
will, however, require several days to prepare such 
a document. 

By the protests it appears that there are 660 
packages of linens, blankets, silk, hosiery, worsted 
and other articles, on which a return of duty is 
claimed. 

As the questions involved in many of the pro- 
tests have been adjudicated, (as, for instance, the 


worsted, linens and silks), the importers will of 


course pursue their claims without delay. Lam, 
&e. WM. M. PRICE, U. S. dist. attorney. 
To ilenry D. Gilpin, esq., 
Solicitor of the treasury, Washington. 
The next proceeding of the comptroller was to 
address Mr. Swartwout the following letter: 
Treasury depurtment, 
Comptroller’s office, April 26, 1838. 
Str: You are respectfully requested to render 
your accounts of the customs to the first auditor 
at as early a period as may be practicable. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. N. BARKER, comptroller. 
Samuel Swartwout, esq. late colleclor, New York. 
With the last letter ended all correspondence be- 
tween the comptroller and the other departments 
of the treasury, as also between him and Mr. 
Swartwout, on the subject of either the $201,000 
retained by him, or the settlement of his accounts 
generally. The man and his accounts seem, in 
fact, to have been lost sight of by the comptroller 
from that period for four succeeding months, and 
net he received the following letter from the-first 
auditor: 











—= 
Treasury department, 
First auditor's office, August 81, 1838 
Str: I dees it proper to report to you that the 


y|accounts of the customs for the district of Ney 


York, for the first quarter of the present year, have 
not been received at this office. I wrote to Sainue| 
Swartwout, esq., late collector for that district, 9, 
the 13th instant, requesting him to forward said ac. 
counts so soon as practicable. Since then, | haye 
received no communication from him on the sup, 
ject. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. MILLER, first auditor. 
James N. Barker, esq., comptroller of the treasury, 


This admonition, in the course of three days 
roused the animation of the cumptroller’s depart. 
ment to notify Mr. Swartwout’s sureties as follows. 

Treasury department, 
First comptroller’s office, September 3, 1338. 

Str: In compliance with a regulation of the ge. 
cretary of the treasury, I have to notify you, as one 
of the sureties of Samuel Swartwout, late colleeto, 
at New York, that he has not rendered his accounts 
of the customs for the quarter ending 31st March 
last. Respectfully, 

J. N. BARKER, comptroller. 

Charles L. Livinsgton, esq, Benjamin Birdsalj 
esq., and M. M. Quackenbos, esq., city of New York, 


But again the department fell into a dead slumber 
relative to Mr. Swartwout’s accounts, from which 
it was net awakened until in the early part of No. 
vember, over seven months after Mr. Swartwout 
had retired from office, and over four months after 
the return day of Mr. Swartwout’s last quarter’s 
account had expired without having been returned, 
and two months alter his sureties had been notified 
of his neglect to return and settle his accounts. 

From April until the 31st of August, a period of 
four months, Mr. Swartwout, though known to be 
holding a large amount of public money, and no 
longer an officer of government, was not disturbed 
by even a call {rom the comptroller to settle, or ex- 
plain his neglect to settle his accounts. 

Yet, on the adjustment of this collector’s ac- 
counts in the mean time, viz: June 21, 1838, for 
the quarter preceding his last quarter, the comp- 
troller knew the balance of bonds, cash, and unset- 
tled accounts against the collector was nine mil- 
lions six hundred thousand dollars and upwards. 

On the Ist of July the comptroller knew, or 
should have known, but for extraordinary inatten- 
tion and neglect of duty, that the time for render. 
ing and settling Mr. Swartwout’s accounts had ex- 
pired; and that by the act of March 8, 1795, it had 
become his express duty to cause Swartwout’s ac- 
counts to be stated, and to issue a warrant against 
him and his sureties. 


But no steps were taken by him to even obtain 
any explanation or settlement of even the acknow- 
ledged balance of $201,000, which Swartwout had 
reported as in his hands unsettled. He had seen 
that, by all information from the district attorney at 
New York, obtained through the solicitor in April, 
only two suits were pending against Swartwout to 
offset his rytention of the $201,000, and that in those 
suits the aggregate judgment would be less than 
$1,200. By the same letter of the district attor- 
ney, given in the preceding correspondence, and 
dated April 25, 1838, was also informed that ‘on 
an examination of the invoices and appraisements al 
the custom house, in reference to the questions pre- 
sented by the protests, the amount of each claim can 
be readily ascertained,” showing the piecise aggre- 
gate for which Swartwout had any pretensions for 
retaining the $201,000; and yet no application was 
made at that early day, or after Swartwout’s return 
day of accounts had silently expired, on the Ist of 
July, to obtain from the custom house invoices and 
appraisements, the most obviously essential infor- 
mation. Whyso much active bustle was made on 
the part of the comptroller in April, through the 
auditor and through the solicitor; and why, alter 
the results at that early day pointed to information 
which could ‘be readily ascertained” to solve all 
pretended doubts hanging over Mr. Swartwout’s 
accounts then, of a sudden all exertions ceased and 
every effort was paralyzed, to remain so until the 
last day of August, and then to be renewed but 10 
the faintness of a spiritless form of notifying Swart- 
wout’s sureties, is to the committee inexplicable, 
insomuch that even the conclusion of culpable neg- 
ligence seems scarcely to represent correctly the 
whole truth. Even the secretary of the treasury 
appears to have felt sensible of the comptroller $ 
neglect of law and duty In answer to question 33 
by Mr. Curtis, the secretary scys: 

‘Answer. I considered, as before remarked, ac- 
cording to my own impressions, that the comptrol- 
ler might, under all the circumstances, be justifie 
in ‘a short delay.’ By that I supposed it would be 
a delay long enough to get the further information, 
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F oviously mentioned, from the district attorney, as 
ve amount of protests, &c., and to decide whether 
Sot was any legal reason tor waiting any longer than 
he acts of congress point out, before bringing the col- 
pin accounts to a final settlement, and toa collec- 
on of all not in controversy or doubt. On these 
| ints 1 supposed he would act according to his own 
eve of duty under the laws, and not expect any spe- 
al instructions from the secretary, as none such are 
yired by the laws. I had already given the 
Peperal directions, or made the general request be- 
Bre mentioned; not because they were required by 
“Gnv acts of congress, or were usual to be given when 
Bollectors quit office, as it is the duty of the comp- 
B i oller, in such cases, to proceed to make settie- 
ments, and require collections without such in- 
“Mructions; but I gave them for the reasons stated, 
substance, in the special report, viz: that the 
smount on hand, as stated in the last return of the 
gollector, appeared unexpectedly large; and the ex- 
‘planation given in respect to it by the collector 
‘lone did not seem to me entirely satisfactory 
‘@ithout further inquiry into the subject by the 
omptroller. ‘ 
> «[ took no further steps in relation to the subject 
. yself, as the business belonged to different officers 
‘of the department: first, the accounting officers, to 
ascertain what was due; and then the solicitor, 
through the district attorney, to cause the balance 
fo be secured and collected after the comptroller 
ported it to him in conformity to the existing 
ws.” 
To say that there was absense of suspicion on 
e pait of the comptroller in regard to Mr. Swart- 
out’s accounts, appears to involve a most negli- 
gent and obvious disregard of every fact that trans- 
pired between April and November relative to 
‘those accounts. And, besides, want of suspicion 
of infidelity in the collector’s accounts could fur- 
“pish no excuse for a known neglect of the law re- 
‘guiring their return to the department. There 
‘Must have been not only suspicion, but actual 
knowledge, by the comptroller, froin the Ist of July 
onwards, that the law had been violated in the non- 
‘yeturn for settlement of this important account. 
nes the newness of the comptroller in this office 
furnishes no apology in this respect as, to take the 
otlice of comptroller, he had just left the collector- 
ship of Philadelphia, where the law must have been 
made familiar to him, enjoining the return for set- 
tlement within three months of all collector’s ac- 
counts. In whatever light viewed, the case exhi- 
its extrordinary inefficiency and neglect of duty, 
f not a tnystery also, which the committee have 
been unable to solve. The law and duties of this 
important office have not been executed as the na- 
tion had reason to expect and believe they were; 
and the public money has consequently been un- 
guarded and plundered with impunity. 
_ In yet another aspect, the inefficiency of the 
comptroiler’s department, as at present adminis- 
tered, has been most singularly manifested. 
_ A searching scrutiny was made by the comptrol- 
Jer and solicitor of the treasury, at New York, into 
‘the causes why Mr. Swartwout’s defalcations es- 
‘caped the immediate detection of the naval officer 
at New York. They found it to be attributable, in 
‘the first instance, to the want of a proper execution 
of the duties of that office, and came to the conclu- 
Sion that new instructions were necessary to render 
the office an efficient check upon the collector’s 
"accounts, Immediately thereatter, on the 10th of 
November, as soon as the comptroller had returned 
' to Washington, he began to issue his new instruc- 















' First, as will appear by reference to the documents 
 inbodied in the testimony of Mr. Coe, deputy 
_haval officer at New York, (committee’s journal), 
the comptroller issued what was named by him 
_ “partial circular,” dated November 10, 1838; on 
» the same day another, which he denominated ‘“cir- 
i cular.’ On the 15th of the same month he issued 
) another, styled by him “circular to naval officers.” 
/ Ou the 17th he issued another, called ‘supplemental 
' “rcular to naval officers.” On the 4th, and again 
ou the 24th of December, as will also be seen, 
~ the naval officer wrote the comptroller, in effect, 
_ that his partial supplemental and other circulars 
_ Were impracticable, and asked for explanations, &c. 
On the 27th the comptroller wrote, in reply, that, 
| “by to-morrow’s mail you will be furnished with 
instructions as to the manner in which you are to 

| Proceed,” &c. And, accordingly, on the 26th of 
Jecember another effort was made, under the cap- 
tion of “circular to naval officers.” Whether, in 
the mean time, any new light was shed or not by 
he naval officer upon the comptroller’s administra- 
lion of his office, in the shape of a new exposure of 
€ impracticability and inapplicability of the latter 
ocument, does not appear of record. It appears, 


wrote him a letter, in the nature of a suspension of 
the last circular, thus: ‘‘Before the arrangement: 
are concluded for making the examinations as di 
rected in my letter of the 26th ultimo, it is deemec 
necessary by the secretary of the treasury that you 
should make to the department some specific re 
commendation in regard to the rate of increase pro 
posed to be made to the compensation of the re 
spective clerks who are to be eimployed in tha: 
duty. You will please, therefore, furnish me with 
the requisite information.” 

On the l4th of January, the naval officer informs 
the comptroller, in regard to his new theory of dis- 
charging the duties of naval officer, imbodied in his 
multiplicity of circulars, &e., as follows: 

“Tam of the opinion that it will require at least 
six of the clerks in the naval office to discharge 
those extra duties, while, at the same time, they 
will be expected to perform the ordinary duties 
which they have been and are now performing;”’ 
and proposes the sum of $2,000 additional compen- 
sation. 

On the 7th February, in the examination of the 
deputy naval officer before the committee, with the 
preceding ‘partial circular,” ‘‘circular,” “circular 
to naval officers” of December 15, “supplemental 
circular to naval officers,” and “circular to naval 
officers”? of December 26, before the witness, he 
was interrogated by Mr. Smith, and answered as 
follows: 

Question 6. Under the existing system of the naval 
office, is the naval officer enabled to determine, 
either what amount of bonds have been taken by 
the collector for duties, in any quarter, or who are 
parties to said bonds, or the dates of such bonds, or 
when they are payable, or when any such bonds are 
paid, or whether the collector does or not account 
truly for bonds that have been paid? 

Answer. In answer to the sixth interrogatory I 
have to state, that the naval office, under its exist- 
ing system, is not enabled either to determine what 
amount of bonds have been taken by the collector 
for duties, in any quarter, or who are the parties to 
said bonds, or the dates of said bonds, or when they 
are payable, or when such bonds are paid, or whether 
the collector does or does not account truly for such 
bonds. 

Such recorded specimens of inefficiency would 
seein to indicate that, whether the comptroller be 
attentive or negligent to the duties of his office, the 
government must remain equally exposed to the 
frauds and peculations of a dishonest collector at 
the port of New York. And yet the law of 1799, 
defining the records and checks upon the collector, 
which shall be kept in the naval office is so plain 
that the comptroller himself, when looking at the 
law, and apart from his own proposed mode of ex- 
ecuting it, was constrained to say in his circular to 
naval officers under date of December 15, after re- 
citing the language of the law: ‘Had the books de- 
signated above been kept, and the quarterly exami. 
nations and comparisons been duly made by the 
uaval officer, it is scarcely possible the defalcations 
in the accounts of the late collector at New York 
(S. Swartwout) could have taken place, or so long 
escaped detection.” 

The committee believe that the house and coun- 
try will alike readily discern the only proper reme- 
dy which such an expusition of facts and feebleness 
imperiously demands, as also the quarter whence it 
inust proceed. 

From the preceding evidence the committee re- 
port the following facts as established: 

Ist. That the late comptroller of the treasury, 
George Wolf, esq., now collector of the port of 
Philadelphia, was guilty, while in said office of 
comptroller, of culpable disregard of law and ne- 
glect of duty, both in regard to the bonds of collec- 
tors filed in his‘office and the records thereof required 
by law; and in settling and certifying to the register 
the accounts of Samuel Swartwout, late collector, 
without having transmitted to him the vouchers 
therefor required by positive injunction of law. 

2d. That the present comptroller of the treasury 
has been guilty of culpable disregard of law and ne- 
glect of duty, in settling and certifying to the regis- 
ter the quarterly accounts of Samuel Swartwout, 
collector, without having transmitted to him the 
vouchers theretor required by positive injunction 
of law. 

3d. That said comptroller is also guilty of culpa- 
ble disregard of law and neglect of duty: first, in 
not having sought and ascertained from the ‘in- 
voices and appraisements”’ at the custom house at 
New York, either through the solicitor of the trea- 
sury or otherwise, the true amount of Swartwont’s 
claim upen the $201,000 retained by him on going 
ont of office, as suggested in the letter of the dis- 
trict attorney that was before bim, dated April 25. 

1838; secondly, in not causing the accounts of said 





Owever, that on the 2d of January the comptroller 


measures therefor immediately on the neglect of 
‘aid Swartwout to return and settle his accounts at 
‘he expiration of the time allowed him by law for 
he purpose, to wit, in the early part of July, 1838; 
thirdly, in continuing the same neglect, and to issue 
warrants of distress against said Swartwout and his 
sureties, from the 31st of August, 1838, when it ap- 
peared by the letter of the first auditor that said ac- 
counts still remained unsettled, until the month of 
November, when the detection of Swartwout’s 
larger defalcations was communicated from New 
York. 
4th. That the adininistration of said office is 
marked with such signal inefficiency, as well as 
neglect of duty, as torender nugatory many of the 
most important checks upon the first auditor, and 
collectors, receivers and disbursers of the public 
money, which the laws creating and regulating 
its = contemplated, and have sufficiently pro- 
vided. 

5th. That, in said disregard of law and neglect of 
duty by the said evdaptrotives, and inefficiency of 
the office as now administered, is to be found a pri- 
mary cause of the immense defalcations of the late 
collector at the port of New York, and consequent 
loss of the public money. 

CausE 5. The discontinuance of the use of banks as 
depositories of the public moneys, and permitting 
the same to accumulate in the hands of Mr. Swart- 
wout. 

By the deposite act of 1836, as construed by the 
frequent practice of the secretary of the treasury, 
the secretary has been at no time precluded from 
the use of banks as special depositories of the pub- 
lic money, in preference to allowing the same to 
accumulate in the hands of the collector. 

For instance, as appears by the testimony of the 
cashiers of the bank of America and of the Manhat- 
tan company, each of those banks was used as a 
special depository of the governinent for large sums 
during the period of their suspensions of specie 
payments. All banks might have been, in like man- 
ner, so used. 

It appears, further, from the testimony of Mr. 
Woodbury, answer 38, that, during the suspension 
of specie payments, circulars were issued, ‘‘in sub- 
stance,”’ that, where no general deposite banks re- 
mained, that could be legally employed as such, the 
coliecting officers might place the surplus of their 
funds, if increasing beyond certain specified 
amounts, not exceeding their official bonds, in some 
safe bank, in special deposite, to be drawn out again 
only on drafts of the treasurer, placed on the col- 
lectors and receivers and payable at that bank.’ 

Had the secretary of the treasury, instead of dis- 
continuing the use of banks, and leaving it discre- 
tionary with the collector to deposite, or not, spe- 
cially in bank, made it imperative on collectors and 
receivers thus to have used banks, the evidence, 
weekly, of the collectors’ deposite in bank would 
have accompanied the collector’s own return of the 
fact that the money was on hand, and had not been 
used. When, however, this species of check upon 
the collector was abandoned, the return of the col- 
lector alone was necessarily relied on; and, although 
it did state truly the amount of money collected, it 
would fail to be evidence of satisfactory character 
that it had not been diverted from public to private 
uses by the collector. The following testimony il- 
lustrates the evident loss of a portion of the public 
money to the government in the case of Mr. Swart- 
wout, from the deception he was enabled to prac- 
tise from week to week respecting the money ac- 
tually on hand, by means of the power he had of re- 
taining it in his own personal control, instead of de- 
positing it in bank. 

Mr. Fleming, auditor of * rape examined by Mr. 

mith. 

Question 111. Did you make out the weekl 
cash return of Mr. Swartwout to the secretary of the 
treasury, bringing the account up to March 28, 
1888, as found in house document 13, p. 11, and 
showing a balance of money due on cash account 
of $201,096 40? Was said léiance the true result 
and state of that branch of Mr. Swartwout’s ac- 
counts? and did he, in truth, have on hand, with- 
in your knowledge, any such amount of money at 
the time said accuunt was rendered. 

Answer. The said weekly cash return was made 
out by me. The balance of $201,096 40 was the 
true result and ctate of that account, provided the 
cash book from which the data were derived was 
correct. Whether Mr. Swartwout had on hand that 
amount of money at the time the account was ren- 
dered, I ain unable to state, having no knowledge 
of that portion of his business. 

Question 112. Previous to the discontinuance of 
banks as general depositories of the government by 
the treasury department, were, or were not, cer- 
tificates of the cashiers of the banks used as de- 





Swartwout to be forthwith stated, or instituting 





positories required by the treasury department to 
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~accoinpasy the weekly cash accounts rendered by 


Mr. Swariwout to said department, and as vouch- 
ers of the account, and that the moaeys was, in tact. 
on hand? Since such discontinuance of the use of 
banks as depositories by the treasury department, 
has any species of voucher been required to be fur- 
nished in connexion with the weekly returias of the 
collector, to prove that the money reported to be 
on hand was so in fact? 

Auswer. Previous to the discontinuance of banks 
by the treasury department, certificates from them 
were required to accompany the weekly returns, as 
vouchers for the trausfer, and that the money was 
in bank. 

Since such discontinuance, I know of no species 
of voucher required by the treasury department to 
be furnished in connexion with the weekly returns, 
to denvie that the balance of money reported was, 
in fact, on hand. 

Ii is, then, apparent that, had the depositing sys- 
tem of banks deen coutinued, Mr. Swartwout couid 
not fave had money, beyond the collections of 
a single week, exceeding the current expenses of 
his ollice, to have retained on going outol office; and 
the evidence of bis not having diverted any previ- 
ous to that time, and that all previous collections 
were iv bank, would have been regularly derived 
fro.n the banks, as well as in Mr. Swartwout’s offi- 
cial returns. 

Cause 6. The negligence and failure of the secre- 
tary of the treasury lo dischurge his duly, as the 
head of the treasary depuriment, charged by law 
with the superintendence of the collection of the 
revenue. 

By the act of September 2, 1789, section 2, it is 
made ‘the duty of the secretary of the treasury to 
digest and prepare plans for the improvement and 
Management of the revenue, and for the support of 
pubiic credit; to prepare and report estimates of the 
public revenue and public expenditures; fo super- 
intend the collection of the revenue; to decide on the 


forms of keepmg und stating accounts, and making 


returas,’’ &c. ' 

By the act of May 8, 1792, section 6, it is pro- 
vided ‘that the secretary ot the treasury shall di- 
rect the superintendence of the collection of the 
duties on 1upest and tonnage, as he shall judge 
best; and by section 9 of the same act, ‘that the 
forws-of keeping and rendering all public accounts 
whatsoever shali be prescribed by the department 
of the treasury.”’ 

By virtue of section 6 of the above recited act, it 
appears, in the foliowing extract of a circular of the 
secretary, that from thenceforward the duties origi- 
naliy confided to the secretary were in part assign- 
ed to tne comptroller, to wit: 

«Circular to the collectors of the customs. 
** Treasury department, October 25, 1792. 

“Srr: Pursuant to the discretion vested in ine by 
the 6th section of the act entitled ‘an act making al- 
terations in the treasury and war departments,’ I 
have conciuded to commit the immediate superin- 


tendence of the collection of the duties of imports | 


and tounage to the comptroller of the treasury. 

“You will, therefore, henceforth correspond with 
that officer relatively to all matters arising out of 
the laws which respect the laying or collecting of 
those duties; and you will consider his communica- 
tions aid instructions, in regard to such matters, 
as of the same force and validity which they would 
have if coming from me. 

“This, however, is not to be understood to com- 
prebend the disposition and payment of the moneys 
accruing from those duties, which, as heretofore, 
will be under my immediate direction. 

“Accordingly, all the returns and documents 
which you have been accustomed to transmit to the 
secretary of the treasury are hereafter to be trans- 
mitted to the comptroller, except the following: 1. 
Weekly return of moneys received and paid; 2. 
Monthly schedule of bunds; 3. Mouthly abstract of 
bonds unpaid; 4. Paid dralts, and receipts for mo- 
neys paid to banks, and otherwise, under special 
directions from me.” 

Through all periods since 1792, as well as before, 
and from the first organization of the treasury de- 
partment under the act of 1789, the weekly and 
monthly returns of collectors, expressly reserved to 
the secretary in the above circular, have been re- 
quired to be made to the secretary, and have been 
so inade, 

Whatever may be the construction of modern 
days, of the use or utility of these returns to the 
secretary, it is, beyond dispute, an established fact, 
that they originated in the wise purpose of placing 
that officer in possession of a ready and constant 
check, and independent of all other departments, 
upon ail officers employed to receive public mo- 
neys; and, also, upon -the treasurer having the “mo- 
neys in keeping aller the same have been paid over 
by the former. 

















For a correct exponeut of the purposes of these 
weekly aud monthly returns, nearly concurrent with 
their origin, the couuniitee have reverted to a re- 
port made to the house of representatives in Janu- 
ary, 1301, by a committee appointed to inquire into 
the condition of the treasury department, and in 
which it is said “the actual amount of moneys in 
the custody of the treasurer may be at any time as- 
certained, independently of his own returns, by the 
statements which are constantly made and trans- 
mitted to the secretary by those who collect and re- 
ceive public moneys into their custody in the ditfer- 
ent parts of the union.” 

The importance in which these returns were held 
in other days by the heads of the treasury depart- 
meut, may be also seen in the constant repetition of 
circulars issued to collectors and receivers of public 
money, enjoining particularity and punctuality in 
the transmission of them. The following may be 
taken as an example of the estimation of them that 
has prevailed froin the days of Jeiferson downward: 


CIRCULAR. 
Treasury department, August 20, 1801. 

Str: At the sametime that the punctuality mani- 
fested by the greater number of the collectors is ac. 
knowledged with real satisfaction,the remissness dis- 
coverable in others renders it incumbent on me to im- 
press on the minds of all, the absolute necessity of 
conforming to those regulations which have been 
heretofore prescribed, either by law or by this de- 
partment. Ofthose,a punctual transmission of ac- 
counts to the comptroller of the treasury for settle- 
ment, pursuant to the twenty-first section of the 
coliection law, is deemed to be of the first import- 
ance; and the president has accordingly directed 
me to say, that a rigid adherence to the regulation 


‘of rendering each quarterly account, previously to 


the expiration of the next ensuing quarter, shall 
hereafter be considered as indispensably necessary. 

he documents to be forwarded to this office par- 
ticularly, and which you are requested to render 
with punctuality, are as follows: 

A weekly return of moneys received and paid by 
you. On this it is necessary, on account of the 
forms observed by some of the collectors, to request: 
Ist. That the return should bear date regularly the 
last day of the week, and should include only the 
whole of the receipts and payments for the entire 
week, the said last dayincluded. 2. That it should 
regularly be transmitted by the mail next ensning 
the day on which it is stated. 3d. That the mo- 
neys received for bonds paid on the week when 
they became due, for bonds paid after having been 
put in suit, for duties on merchandise paid at the 
time of importation, and for duties on tonnage, 
should respectively be distinguished from each 
other, and also from moneys received on any other 
account. 4th. That the payments made in the 
treasury, the payments for debentures falling due 
on the same days with the duties on the same par- 
cel of merchandise, for debentures issued for draw- 
back of duties already paid, for bonnties on pickled 
fish and salted provisions, for drawbacks on the ex- 
portation of domestic distilled spirits, for allow- 
ances to fisheries, and for expenses attending the 
collection of the revenue, should also be respective- 
ly distinguished from each other, and from payments 
made on any other account. 5th That the day on 
which payments are made in the treasury, either 
by remittances, payments of drafts, or payments in 
bank, should be respectively specified. 6th. That 
the moneys received froin seamen as hospital mo- 
ney, or in the care of agents disbursed for the as- 
sistance of seamen, should not be included in the 
return. But thespecifications here mentioned must 
not be construed to prevent or exclude any other 
more detailed return which may have heretofore 
been adopted by the collector. 


A weekly return of debentures issued during the 
week for drawbacks, and of such entries made dur- 
ing the same week as will hereafter entitle the 
person making the same to either a drawback, 
bounty, or allowance for fisheries. 

A weekly abstract of bonds put in suit during 
the week, designating those paid, and noting also 
at the end of the abstract the bonds put in suit at 
any time previous to the week to which the abstract 
refers, and which may have been paid during 
the said week. 

A monthly schedule of liquidated bonds. 

A quarterly return of the moneys received and 
paid by yon on acconnt of the marine hospital. 

It is to be understood, however, that this letter is 
not intended to forbid the transmission of any other 
accounts or documents in pursuance of former in- 
structions from this department, and particularly of 
those usually transmitted to the comptroller and to 
the register of the treasury. ‘A 

It may be proper here to remind those collectors 
who pay into banks, that the public moneys ought 





. ——= 
not to be perinitted to accumulate in their hang, 


and that those whose local situation renders it prac. 
ticable should, at the end of every week, pay jn the 

. ” A e 
whole amount of the balance of the week, exon ' 
ing only snch suin as may be absolutely necesg;,, 
to face the current disbursements of the ENsnine 
week. It is, indeed, very seldom neeessary to re 
tain any money for that purpose, as the receipts of 
each week almost universally exceed the disburse, 
ments thereof; and the amount payable during th, 
course of each may be always previously agcer, 
tained with great precision, except in relation ty 
bounties; the payment of which depends, it is tp 
on a contingency, but the amount of which never 
can make any material difference in the estimate. 
The same principle should, as far as practicable 
regulate the payments of those collectors who liys 
at a distance from the bank in which they are qj. 
rected to pay the amount of their receipts. 

From the best view I have been able to take of 
the subject, it is my opinion that nothing is her 
requested from you which is not essentially neces, 
sary, either for the security of the revenue, or {oy 
furnishing this department with important infor. 
mation; that nothing is requested which is not jy 
your power to perform. Should you, however, ap. 
prehend any real and considerable difficulty in 
strict compliance with every part of what is pre. 
scribed, your objections will be weighed with can. 
dor, and reasonable alterations introduced, ¢o far ag 
they may not derange the general systein adopted, 
keeping this department constantly and regularly ac. 
quainted with every transaction which relultes to the 
revenue. 

Not doubting that your inclination will therein 
coincide with my own. I take thisopportuni‘y to in. 
vite you to communicate, from time to time, what. 
ever your observations and experience may suggest, 
in relation to any defects, improvements, or evasions 
of the revenue laws. The eifect of the preseut rate 
of duty on the importations and consumption of the 
several species of merchandise, as they may affect 
either revenue or commerce, and the efficacy of the 
present laws and establishments towards preventing 
frauds, equally injurious to the public and to the fair 
trader, are objects of primary importance, and on 
which your communications will be particularly 
acceptable. 

I have the honor to be, with consideration, sir, 
your obedient servant. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Benjamin Lincoln, esq., collector, Boston. 


le, 


“Every transaction,” which related to the revenut 
was thereby constantly brought to the acquaintance 
of the secretary’s department. 

With a view to render these returns still more 
available in their important uses, by the secretary, 
as well as in a better state of preservation, they 
were, until latterly, made a component part of the 
records of his department. All the cash transac: 
tions of the weekly returns were carefully selected, 
and condensed into a record divided into columns, 
and the character of which will be fully understood 


by the following examination of Mr. Young, chief 


clerk, at the presenttime, in the secretary’s depart 
ment. 


Mr. Young examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 4. You have, at my request, produced 
to the committee a large folio, having the inscrip- 
tion upcn the back of it ‘*weekly returns of recetpls 
and payments of the collectors of the customs,” 1331, 
1832; treasury department. Is that book fromm the 
office of the secretary of the treasury? From what 
data is that book made up? When was the practice 
of making entries in that book discontinued? Will 
hee please annex to your answer a portion of the 
ast page written in that book, under the head ol 
“New York, Samuel Swartwont,” with copies 
the last two entries, to show the character of the 
book? 

Answer. The book referred to is from the office 
of the secretary of the treasury. It is made up from 
the returns made to him by collectors, of their re 
ceipts and expenditures. ‘The entries therein, as! 
have understvod from the clerk, who had charge ° 
it, were discontinued in 1831. 


The annexed paper, marked M.-Y. No. 1, is? 
copy of part of the two last entries in the last page 
of this book, under the head of New York. 

M. Y. No. 1. 
1831—NEW YORK, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT: 
Date of return Oct. S. Oct. 15. 


Bonds 235,843 25 199,789 59 
Bonds in suit 
Merchandise 18,240 95 28,801 22 
Tonnage 4 

Hospital 240 00 315 00 
Sundries ; 

Gross receipts 254,330 20 228,905 31 
Disbursements 65,813 87 40,905 24 
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B Nett receipts 158,516 33 188,000 57 | i bcs A. SEs 
Bounties _ 20 80 Prine General account of bonds taken and liquidated fur duties on merchandise at the several custom houses. 
Debentures 35,344 50 26,535 ) 

Repayeon® 3.519 64 Districts. January, | February,| March, April, May, Fund 
Collections 26,923 93 14, ic» 69 1837. 1837. 1837. 1837. 1837. 1837. 
Parents 215,253 74 188,000 60 
Advances Portsmouth $4 683 OO] $30 
ee > . s . . < e 3.097 
Bien received October 12. October 19. a we we $1,261 00 $639 92 von om 2,662 66 : 1,545 9 
‘will be perceived that the sae testimony in- | 7! ster . . . a . : ; 3,952 55 

Pec thet, sine 1831, this species of iaportant Pree et $1,882 28) 452 93 3,668 10) 4,659 61) 15,500 58/ 1,315 51 
record has, from —_ cause, = i dae Marbleh ced wae mre 
in gir te a ape dee to Mies atasns | Boston peep 175,000 00,275,000 ot} 195,642 50| 180,000 001 200.000 00 165,000 00 

| neatly the saine fate, until “recent events” have Ag Cah Mass. . none, none, none. none. none. 423 85 
roused them to adiiferent destination. The follow- Renthe . 
ing testimony of the same witness illustrates this ed "Bedford 8.344 50 ase Oe | 
fact: Examined by Mr. Curtis. Dighton. . . . 2.839 90) none. ‘ 12,111 10 

Question 5. Since the practice of making entries ce . : none. none. none. ; none. none. 
in the book of weekly returas of collectors bas fal- ee hi te. sulle a ae 
len into disuse, what disposition bas been made of Ed ° , ° 2 , »701 12) 17,855 91 25,455 97 

Pthe oiginal ‘weekly returns?” Have they been B; gaan 
carefully preserved and bound together in books: Wie : . ‘ : 1,525 68 552 63 
Have they not, until the recent delalcation of Mr. p ro 
Swartwoat, been thrown aside as of no value; and Belfa scot ° . 1,732 03 

has not search for them been lately made, and have Fr oh f B ° . 535 76 597 57 

they all been found? ; : Si agai Spey. 

Answer. Since the entries were discontinued in P peate’ dd 

‘the book mentioned, the returns, alter they were 7 atsheten y 511 92; 1,192 61] none. 
received, were referred to a clerk to be examined Valdoborough. 
and filed. It was the duty of this clerk, if he snould | Kennebunk 4 784 67| 3.226 95 

‘see auy thing suspicions on the face of the return, pemport eS fe sent ett 21.008 62 ° pe oo 48) 1.379 68 

‘to report it to the secretary or myself. After an Provid ; ’ 10-764 rv 8°203 49 ‘ , 94 93) 10,355 90 

Faccuinulation of them for oe or two years, they Nes a : ? , - . . 11,203 44) 3,133 10 
were removed frozo the files and put in aroom where a a pa nok es wet nae 
papers were placed, to which, it was supposed, no Fairficld. ° oo, = hone. ne. 951 06) 14,363 72) 9,621 47 

reterence would be required. These returns have, | * @'riete. ‘ 

| as I believe, never been bound together since the | Middletown , 438 13) 5,026 08) 1,127 12) 2.395 64 

\ buraing of the sp bultding, . 1833. I eaves hp ’ ‘ : ° . . 2,004 13 

sidered thein as of no value, but of very little | 2@= *4ahor. 

cemneheanes put, onither were.ele character that,| New York =. 902,044 06,986,666 20) 1,306,746 9: |994,340 10] 729,328 11/ 682,735 26 
possibly, reference to them might be necessary, etre t 
they were placed aside as stated. rae pr ° 

' [uauswering this interrogatory, the period em- ay a ey He b 

braced in my answer extends only as far back as reat Egy Harbor none. none. none. none. none. none, 
September, 1333, when I fi.st entered the depart- Little Egg Harbor. 
ment. The returns are now being arranged, and Newark, N. Jersey 664 05 
there are sone yet missing; but all the bundles B. 
nd oases aye am-of paturtitd ie'this Account of bonds taken for duties on merchandise which full due in January. 1827. 
secretary an i«lependent sup ‘riatendence of severy : 
transaction which relates to the revenue,” instituted Districts January, March, April,| May, July, October, 
immediately upon the enact:neut of the law orga- ° 1836. 1836. 1836. | 1836. 1836. 1836. 

P nizing the treasury departinent, another record, de- 
duced trom the monthly returns of collectors, has 
been keptin his departrnent. The following exa- , Portsmouth ° ° ‘ ‘ , $1,379 42 

mination of a clerk in the secretary’s office willex | Newburyport ° ‘ ° ‘ $1,709 27 
plain this in full: Gloucester. ° ° ; : 1,787 00 

Charles Dummer examined by Mr. Curlis. Salem. . ‘ 2,173 00 14.221 00 
Question 1. Are you a clerk in the office of the | Ipswich. ; 
secretary of the treasury, and when did you enter | Marblehead. 
upon your duties as such clerk? Boston . ; . . ° ; 200,000 00) 137,500 00 
Answer. I am aclerk in the office of the secre- | Plymouth, Mass. : ‘ : 105 07 
tary of the treasury, and entered upoa my duties on | Barnstable. 
the 7th January, 1837, as I now recollect. Nantucket. 
Question 2. Is it a part of your duty as such | New Bedford ° . ° . 1,905 00 4,706 37 
clerk to take charge of a folio, denominated, by the | Dighton ° ; . : ° 1,845 00 1.348 86 
> gilt letters on the back of it, ‘*custom house bonds?” | York. ‘ 
~ Answer. When I took charge of the duties | Saco. 
~ which had been performed by Mr. Anthony, I found | Portland ° ° ° : " 5,213 38 1,984 47 

_ the entry from returns of bonds taken and liquidat- | Edgartown. 

ed by collectors among the duties which were at- | Bath ‘ ; : . ° 4 1,094 39 
tached to his desk; and | have, since I was appoint- | Wiscasset. ; 
ed to the situation he held, entered such returns, as | Penobscot. 

I received them,in the book marked ‘custom house | Belfast. 
bonds,’ and consider it a part of my duty; and it is | Frenchman’s Bay. 
the book 1 now have before the committee. Machias. 
Question 3. By way of showing the nature of | Passamaquoddy . ; ° ° : 4,025 12 160 44 
the book, and that there are two subdivisions, the | Waldoborough. 
One under the head of ‘general account of bonds ta- | Kennebunk, 
ken and liquidated for dulies on merchandise at the | Newport. 
several custom houses,’’ and the other, *‘account of | Bristol . ‘ e . ° ° : 1,278 00 1,180 01 
bonds taken for duties on merchandise which fall| Providence. f ° ‘ ‘ , 2,582 54 2,573 28 
due in the month of . 183 ;” will you give | New London. 
Copies of two pages of that book? New Haven . ° ‘ 7,165 00 
'. Answer. A gentleman of the committee, whom | Fairfield. 
_ Tatterwards understood to be Mr. Curtis, request- | Middletown . . : ‘ é . 2,091 52 
| ed me, when I was first cited before them with the | Vermont. 
» book marked “custom house bonds,’’ to make a {Sag Harbor. 
Copy of two respective pages fromm said book; which Nov. $28,493 S4 
have done, and present them as atrue copy of the |New York. . . |Aug. $35,089 30 : 428,981 08) 352,161 04 
| Pages marked by said gentleman to be copied from. | Champlain. 
the book. These two pages embrace a transcript | Cape Vincent. 
ofthe manner in which the book is kept under the | Perth Amboy. 
heads of “general account of bonds taken and liqni- | Great Ege Harbor. 
ated for duties on merchandise at the several cus- | Little Exg harbor. 
tom houses,” and an “account of bonds taken for} Newark, N. J. ‘ ’ , ‘ , 432 A7 162 94 
duties on merchandise which fall due in the month | 
Of mmm, 182 ,” | 5,089 30 28,498 84 » |661,188 83, 518,677 29 











{TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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Value of real estate. ‘There was a sale of ten lots in 
this city yesterday, at auction, in the square on which 
the bank stands. ‘I'he luts were about twenty-two feet 
front on Maine street. The highest brought five hun- 
dred dollars per foot, the lowest three hundred and forty 
dollars. [St. Louis Rep. 


Bonds and mortgages. The old Globe insurance 
company, at the time of the great fire in December, 
1835, had in its possession bonds and mortgages to the 
amount of more than a million of dollars. Nothing 
could show more satisfactorily the safety of such invest- 
ments, judiciously made, than the fact that every dollar 
of the aforesaid $1,000,000 and upwards has been re- 
alized by the company—-principal, interest and costs. 
The company has thus been enabled to pay the assured 
$71 65 on every $100 lost. Its affairs are now com- 
pletely wound up and closed. 

A new company has, however, been formed, with 
the same name, and we believe under the same char- 
ter essentially—capital $500,00U. It will go into ope- 
ration immediately. Gilbert Allen, om pepeenant. 

[N. Y. Jour. Com. 


Steam. If the wild tribes of Lake Huron were to be 
told that the white man’s recipe for conquering the 
waves of the great lake before them was to take up a 
very small portion of it and boil it—if sixty years ago 
Dr. Johnson had been told as exhausted by a hard day’s 
literary labor, he sat ruminating at his fire side waiting 
for his favorite beverage that the tiny volume of white 
smoke he was listlessly gazing at, as it issued from the 
spout of his black iron tea-kettle, was a power compe- 
tent to rebuke the waves, aud to set even the hurricane 
at defiance—the red children of nature would listen to 
the intelligence with no greater astonishment than our 
venerable lexicographer would have received it. 

[London Quarterly. 


Fire at Mobile. A destructive fire occurred at Mobile 
en the 3lst March, which destroyed a large cotton 
warehouse, and several other buildings. About 1,000 
bales of cotton were burnt, valued at $75,000, on which 
there was insurance of $60,000, and 330 iihds. of sugar, 
insured to the full value. ‘The total loss is set down at 
$150,000. ‘The fire was caused by an incendiary. 


The silk culture in Connecticut. <A silk convention 
was held at Uartford, Connecticut, April 3d. F.S. 
Comstock, esq. of Wethersfield, president. It was re- 
solved to forin a state silk society, to solicit the legislature 
to protect mulberry trees from depredation, to publish 
au address to the citizens of Connecticut on the import- 
ance of the silk culture, to draw attention to the raising 
of worms and manufacture of silk, as well as the culture 
of trees, to form county auxiliary societies, and institute 
pre:niums, &c. Many specimens of silk were present- 
ed, interesting addresses made, committees appointed 
to examine machinery, &c. After which the conven- 
tion adjourned to meet at the same place the 2d ‘T'ues- 
day of May. 

Cunnecticut (and especially Hartford), has been 
foremost in this great enterprise, now become national 
—nor does she intend to abandon it. 


The Alexandria Gazette says that at the last term of 
the criminal court fur that county, in the case of the 
United States vs. R. B. Randolph for an assault and 
battery on Andrew Jackson, late president of the Unit- 
ed States, a nolle prosequi was entered by the district 
altorney, with the assent of the court. 


Tne Philadelphia papers state that the companies 
engaged in transporting merchandise to the west have 
agreed to reduce the rates of freight to the following 
prices: 7 

Dry goods, &c. $2 25 per cwt. 
Hardware, 2 00 % 
Groceries, 1 50 ve 

The portable car body line of Messrs. O’Connor & 
Co. which went into operation last week, has opened 
the intercourse between Baltimore and the west, by 
way of the Pennsylvania improvements; and when the 
tide water canal is opened, and the Susquehanna rail 
road extended to Wrightsville, both of which objects 
are now secured by the grants just made by Maryland, 
Baltimore will also have her transporting companies, 
and enjoy all the benefits to her trade connected with 
their operations. [ Balt. American. 

More troops. The steamboat Ozark arrived here on 
Wednesday last from New Orleans with one hundred 
United S:ates troops for Fort Gibson, under the com- 
mand of captain Hart, of the U. S. army. 

The steainer Little Rock arrived on Thursday last 
with about the same number. She left on Friday for 
Fort Gibson. [Little Rock (Ark.) Times, March 25th. 

The Pittsburg papers state that the first iron steam- 
boat in this country, of American iron is now building 
at the Washington works in that city, by Robinson & 
Mims. Her keel is 140 feet. deck 172 feet, 25 feet 
bea:n, and 6 feet hold; she is to measure over 220 tons, 
and will be finished by the 4th of July next. 


The St. Petersburg papers state, thatthe population 
of the Russian empire at the end of 1836, since which 
time it appears no authentic account of it has been pub- 
lished, cunsisted of 59,133,585 persons, viz: 28,896,233 
males, and 30,137,352 females. If this account be cor- 
rect, the circuinstance of the females so much exceed- 
ing the males, is, we believe a solitary example in the 
world. Out of the above total number, the population of 
Poiand amounted to 4,183,222; of Finland to 1,372,122; 
of the Trans Caucasian provinces to 1,378,316; and of 
the Aaerican possessions to 61,053, 





Some modifications in the armament of the navy 
have recently been made by the admiralty, whereby a 
roportion of bomb cannon js given to each vessel, as 
ow down as the 28 gun frigates. ‘The weight of metal 
in a broadside of a ship of 120 guns is now 2,023 lbs. 
The guns of the new patterns are ultimately to super- 
cede the bored guns uf the Congreve and Dinecs eld 
patterns, but as there are a great many of these patterns 
in store, they are to be used as long as they last. The 
Congreve 24 pounder thus bored out is 7 Le feet long 
and 40 cwt; the Bloomfield 7 1-2 feet, 24 pounder is 
41 cwt; and there is a Bioomfivid 24 pounder of 8 feet, 
which has been bored out tothe calibre of 32 pounds. 
There are also some 24 pounders of common pattern, 
ot 8 and 9 feet length, of 48 cwt. and 46 cwt. respec- 
tively, which have been enlarged tu the calibre of 32. 


We extract the following from the Northern Bee of 
Saint Petersburgh: ‘The average consumption of 
horned cattle in this city is 156,000; of sheep 48,000; of 
calves 28,000; of pigs 20,000; of poultry 68,000, and of 
game 93,000. During lent 10,000 cart loads of fish are 
consumed; brandy to the value of 700,000 fr. and the 
favorite drink of the Russian peasantry, spirits distilled 
from grain, to 1,000,000, fr. During 1838, although the 
winter was not severe, the consumption of fuel was 
535,840 voies of wood, and 30,000 loads of charcoal. 
During the year no extensive robberies occurred; petty 
thefts amounted to 8,248 and of these the value of the 
= stolen in 6,000 cases did not exceed 100 fr. 
each. 


Extraordinary performance. A locomotive, built by 
M. W. Baldwin, esq. of Philadelphia, drew a train of 
45 cars freighted with 150 tons of nails and hoop iron 
and 23 men and including cars and engines, making 
a gross weight of 223 tons, from Reading to Bridgeport, 
at an average speed of 12 1-2 miles per hour. The 
quantity of wood consumed was 1 3-8ths cords, which, 
allowing 2,000 pounds to the cord, is 2,600 lbs. or 11 
lbs. 10-0z. per ton for the 40 miles, or 4 2-3 oz. per ton 
per mile. [Pittsburg Advocate. 


The number of students at the university of Vienna 
for the present winter half-year is 2,620, of whom 232 
study theology, 577 philosophy, 685 jurisprudence, 660 
medicine and 466 surgery. The three colleges of the 
capital are frequented by 1,684 pupils. 


Death of Benjamin Pierce. The Nashua Gazette 
announces the death of the hon. Benjamin Pierce, a 
soldier of the revolution, and formerly the governor of 
New Hampshire. 


Some idea may be formed of the taste for operatic 
entertainments in Paris, by the announcement of Ro- 
bert le Diable for the one hundred and seventy-seventh 
time—no wonder when the orchestra is composed of 
one hundred and twenty finished solo players, atid every 
thing else belonging to the establishment on an equally 
great and pertect scale. [Nat. Gaz. 


Virginia banks. An act has recently passed the le- 
gislature of Virginia, which allows the banks of that 
State to increase their capital, and releaves them from 
the penalties incurred by the late suspension of specie 
payments. ‘The bank of Virginia is allowed to in- 
crease its capital $600,000, and the Farmers’ bank of 
Virginia $735,000, a portion of which is to augment 
the capital of the branches. The bank of the Valley 
is authorised to increase its capital $150,000. The 
Exchange bank is authorised to increase its capital 
$200,000, provided a branch is estab!ished at Falmouth. 


The Eastern rail road company (from Boston. to 
Salem) has declared a dividend of five per cent., being 
the profits of the first seven months since the opening 
of this road. 


Large cargoes. The Natchez Free Trader of the 
30th ult. publishes the following: 

“The ship ‘Talleyrand, which cleared at this port 
yesterday fur Liverpoul, had on board two thousand 
one hundred and sixty bales of cotton, weighing eight 
hundred and eighty-one thousand and six hundred 
pounds—ihe largest cargo ever taken from Natchez. 
The cotton is valued at one.million two hundred and 
ninety-six taousand dollars, and the freight amounts to 
fourteen thousand nine hundred and six‘y dollars. 

The Grand Gulf Advertiser states, that the ship 
Franklin, which left that port on the 25th instant, nad 
on board one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six 
bales of cotton, weighing seven hundred and _ nihety- 
nine thousand nine hundred and ninety-one pounds, 
and worth one million one hundred and eleven thou- 
sand nine hundred and ninety-eight dollars. 


The ship Lelia sunk off Tanner’s creek, a few days 
since. She was anew ship and belonged to Alexan- 
der Brown and Sons, of Baltimore. Her cargo was es- 
timated at from five to seven hundred thousand dollars, 
consisting principally of dry goods and hardware. 
Nearly all was insured. 


Extraordinary recital. The ovetland route from Eu- 
rope to India, requires a line of native Hindoston for 
estafettes, between Calcutta and Bombay. They go 
with the fleetness of the antelope through morass and 
mountain, ravine and jungle. But the number is al- 
most decimated “ the deadly tiger, whom they often 
encounter, and who, singling out his victim, seizes and 
devours him, while the rest of the party continue in In- 
dian file to pursue their route, looking to this event as 
one to be expected in so perilous an expedition. Fre- 
quenily the leather bag containing the letters has been. 
sent after and-obtained, when a courier has been mis- 
sing from the cause above stated. 


Western rivers. The Pittsburg Advocate of Sat 
day, the 30th ult. says, that the weather in that ci; fe 
some days past, had been warm and dry, and delight 
ful for every kind of business; but it was affectin Ay: 
rivers. ‘There was yet, however, 6 3-4 feet in the ch, 
nel, and no danger of scarcity for some weeks va 
The steamboat business was still very active. 

The steamboat Rio arrived at St. Louis on the 99, 
ult. from Galena and reports the Upper Missisgipp; 
low, only two feet and a half water on the Rapids, ’ 


Wabash river. The Disseminator, (published at Ney 
Harmoay, la.) of the 23th of March, says the “Wabash 
river is nearly bankfull. Since our last, ihe Sieain dog 
Rover has passed down, and the Jim Brown, Shyloe 
Native, Rover and Tide, arrived and gone up the river 
Hitherto but a few trading boats have gone down the 
river. We expect the present high water will bring 
whole fleets of them in a few days.” 


The past winter. An observing correspondent of the 
Boston Centinel says: ‘‘During the winter past, snow 
in small quantities has fallen on 18 different da 
amounting in the whole to about two feet; less, proba, 
bly, than was ever known to fall here in any winter be. 
fore. In 1822 and ’23, the quantity was judged to be 
98 inches. 


Relict of barbarism. The Quebec Gazette of the ly 
April, chronicles the sentences passed at the criminal 
term of the court of King’s benell Seven persons were 
sentenced to be burnt in the hand, and to undergo dif. 
ferent terms of imprisonment. Of the seven, three wer 
convicted on two indictments against each, and seve. 
rally sentenced to be twice burnt on the hand. 


Idleness of fashionable life: Obliged to pay attention 
to every foolish thing uttered and to all the idle com. 
pliments, paid and constantly to keep my mind on the 
rack, that I may not fail to introduce in my turn my 
jest ormylie. And this is called idleness! It is the la. 
bor of a galley slave. 


Toleration! The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette of Tues. 
day has the following: 

“The New York papers of 

“The Jews Synagogue at P 
ed by fire on Saturday.” 

“Not all—not ail. On Sunday morning the burning 
of some rubbish under the stairsin an old building, one 
floor of which is occupied by a Hebrew congregation, 
made a monstrous smoke; but nothing more; and we 
hope fur many years yet to hear our elder brethren on 
Friday evening raise their anthem in our neighborhood, 
unless they can find a better house—and on Wednes- 
day to listen to the more modern strains of a Baptist so- 
ciety in the same house. 


Launch. The United States sloop of war Decatur, of 
sixteen guns was launched in fine style at the navy 
yard, Brooklyn, last evening, at five o’clock. She glid- 
ed gracefully into her destined element, and was greet: 
ed with three cheers from the crew of the frigate Hud- 
son, and “Hail Columbia” from her band. We rejoice 
to see the name of a man so justly dear to our country 
and navy, thus renewed inone of our noble ships of 
war. [New York American. 




































































pesaneey says:— 
iladelphia, was destroy. 


The legislature of Massachusetts have passed an act 
which contains the following provisions: e 

Sec. 2. Whenever any property of the value of fifty 
dollars or more shall be destroved, or be injured to that 
amount, by any persons to the number of twelve or 
more, riotously, routously, or tumultuously assembled, 
the city or town within which said pruperty was situat- 
ed shall be liable to indemnify the owner thereof to the 
amount of three fourths of the value of the property so 
destroyed, or the amount of such injury thereto, to be 
recovered in an action of the case, in any court proper 
to try the same: Provided, The owner of such property 
shell ane all reasonable diligence to prevent its destruc: 
tion or injury bysuch unlawful assembly, and to procure 
the conviction of the offenders. 

Sec. 3. Any city or town which shall pay any sum 
under the provision of the precedings section may reco- 
ver the same against any or all of the persons who sh 
have destroyed or injured such property. 


The U. S. frigate Macedonian, and sloop of war 
Erie, sailed from Pensacola on the 31st ult. for Tampico 
and Vera Cruz. 


Buried alive. New Orleans, April 5. Yesterday, 
immediately after the remains of lieutenant Garnier 
were consigned to the tomb, and the concourse of per- 
sons who had assembled to witness the ceremony, were 
preparing to return to tneir homes, their attention was 
attracted by the noise or groans of some person in dis- 
tress, which appeared to come from a coffin that had 
just been deposited in the earth. It was immediately 
opened, and, on examination, found to contain the body 
of a negro woman, who had, it is supposed, fallen into 
a lethargic sleep and considered dead, but was awaken- 
ed by the entrance of water into the coffin. She was 
taken out and brought to the city in fine spirits; and 
there is now every prospect of her recovery. 

( Louisianian. 


The new capital, or state house of North Carolina, a 
Raleigh, is described in the Raleigh Star as a super) 


granite, and surrounded with massive columns of the 
same material, 51-2 feet in diameter, and 30 feet in 
height. The model is the classic Parthenon at Athens. 
There is a splendid dome and a great number of sp 





cious apartments, besides the two legislative halls. Cost 
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